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Acting President’s Message 
 
 

elcome to a new decade! And to the 6th decade of our club’s existence. The 
exact date of the formation of the Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club appears 
lost in the mists of time, but it was sometime in the 1960’s. 
 

As a child I attended a meeting in the club’s early years. The draw for me was a talk on 
turtles. I was, and remain, a fanatic turtle and reptile fancier. The speaker was visually 
impaired. He had two large adult turtles with him – a snapper and a spiny softshell. Reaching 
into a container to bring them out, he shouted “Ouch!”.  We assumed he had been bitten 
by the snapping turtle… because, well, it was a snapping turtle, but he calmly said, “Found 

the softshell.” Apparently, the snapper was 
gentle; the softshell on the other hand, 
incorrigibly ill-tempered.  

This month’s talk will be a treat for me as reptiles will again take center stage. No snapping 
or softshell turtles, but stories from the field about one of Canada’s rarest snakes, the blue 
racer. Ryan Wolfe may also tell us about his “Big Herptile Year” when he sought out and 
found every reptile and amphibian species native to Ontario. 
 
Other upcoming speakers will tell us about surprising natural richness of Halton Region and 
of the remarkable diversity of insect life in the urban oasis that is Heart Lake in Peel Region. 
But we know nature faces some daunting challenges as the new decade dawns. In April 
Bridget Stutchbury will talk about triage for endangered species. How should our finite 
conservation dollars and resources be meted out? Should we favour beloved pandas for 
example, over less charismatic species that may, however, be more ecologically important? 
And our final meeting of the spring will explore the seminal environmental issue of our time: 
Climate Change. Club member Aki Tanaka, who took Climate Reality training with Al Gore 
in 2019, will be the speaker.  
 
I hope you can make it out for some or all of these talks. And as spring approaches expect 
more field trips. We’ll keep you informed via email and on our website.  
 
All the best for a year of nature discovery and for thoughtful actions towards a better 
environment.   
 
Don Scallen  

W 

                                                                                                     Softshell turtle                      Photo credit: Don Scallen 
Snapping turtle 
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Talks and Walks 
 

Indoor Events: Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month, 

September to June at St. Alban the Martyr Anglican Church, 537 Main Street, Glen Williams, 
unless stated otherwise. 
 
Tuesday January 14, 2020 
Ryan Wolfe: Ontario Herptiles 
Ryan is studying Blue Racers for his Master’s Degree at the University of Toronto. He will 
tell us about his research on Pelee Island, the last refuge of these endangered snakes in 
Canada. Ryan will also give us an overview of his herptile “Big Year” when he found and 
photographed every reptile and amphibian species in Ontario. A noted herptile 
photographer he will be available after his presentation to speak to anyone interested in 
that arena of nature photography.   
 
Tuesday February 11, 2020 
Laura Timms of CVC will speak briefly prior to Bill’s presentation to tell club members about 
the upcoming 2020 butterfly count. 
Bill McIlveen:  Small Place – Special Place: Interactions of Physical Characters, Human 
Culture and Natural Biology Within the Regional Municipality of Halton 
No matter where humans persist for more than a minimal time, they will find themselves 
as one component in a triad that forms the environment of that place. The three 
components are the physical environment, the living portion (whether native or non-
native), and anthropological activity. These three constantly interact and impact upon the 
other two. These interactions definitely occur within the Regional Municipality of Halton 
which geographically is the smallest in Ontario. Despite its small size, Halton is blessed with 
a number of notable features that are unique or interesting. The presentation will review a 
variety of environment features that currently interact or have done so in a historical way 
within the boundaries of Halton. 
 
Tuesday March 10, 2020 
Bob Noble: Local Insect Discovery  
In 2015 Bob Noble inadvertently began a journey of discovery into the world of the insects 
that live in his neighbourhood using a camera, a macro lens and a community of naturalists 
from around the world. Since then he has photographed and identified over 700 insect 
species within walking distance of his home. He has found several species that are rare or 
have not been previously identified in Ontario. Bob will be sharing some of the photographic 
highlights from this and will also suggest a few ideas that you can use to start your own 
journey. 
 
Bob is a fellow HNPNC member. He is an avid naturalist and photographer who lives in the 
Heart Lake area of Brampton. He was an active member of West Humber Naturalists, 
serving as president and Christmas Bird Count Compiler. He has also volunteered 
extensively with the TRCA including serving on the Etobicoke and Mimico Creek Coalition 
and participating for many years in the Heart Lake Road Ecology Monitoring Project. Since 
retiring, he has specialized in the Macrophotography of insects and other small animals and 
has led photography workshops at the Huron Fringe Birding Festival.  
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Tuesday April 14, 2020 
Bridget Stutchbury: Panda porn, crane cross-dressing and dirty devils…. time for 
conservation triage? 
How much is the giant panda worth as a species? More, or less, than a whooping crane, 
Tasmanian Devil or California Condor? Why should we spend millions of dollars a year on 
each of these species while hundreds of lesser-known species are neglected and 
underfunded? The practice of 'conservation triage' means that some species should be 
neglected (and go extinct) in order to save many others who can more easily be saved. If 
we must prioritize who to help first, can we place a value on a given species? Should we 
favour species that are important ecologically or culturally or, instead, species that are 
evolutionary unique? Maybe species with high medicinal or economic value to humans, like 
sea sponges and bumblebees, should get top priority. Bridget Stutchbury discusses the 
conservation triage controversy and which species are destined to be the winners and 
losers. 
 
Bridget Stutchbury is an ornithologist at York University. She is the author of Silence of the 
Songbirds and Bird Detective. On January 2, 2020 her campaign to save birds at York 
University from window collisions was featured on the front page of the Toronto Star.  
 
Tuesday May 12, 2020 
Aki Tanaka: Climate Change 
Details in the March/April newsletter  
 
Tuesday June 9, 2020 at 7:30  
Please note that we don’t have an indoor meeting in June. Instead interested members 
are invited to help with our annual monitoring of bird boxes at Scotsdale Farm. 
Meet in the main Scotsdale Farm parking lot at the end of the laneway east off Trafalgar 
Road north of Silver Creek and south of Ballinafad.  
 
We’ll check on the 50+ bird boxes installed at Scotsdale by our club for cavity nesting birds. 
Expect to find nesting tree swallows and house wrens and perhaps bluebirds.  
 
Using a mirror to view contents of a nest and Eastern Bluebird eggs viewed in a mirror held above the nests! 

  
   



The Esquesing 5 March – May - Jan – Feb 2020 

Outdoor Events 
 
Reminder: As per new club policy we will pick up litter that we encounter on our walks. 
Gloves could come in handy. The leader will supply a litter bag.  
 
 
Sunday February 2, 2020 at 10am  
Duration: 4 hours or so. (But departure time is entirely up to you.)  
Animal Tracking at Terra Cotta Conservation Area (turn right just after the gatehouse to 
meet in the main parking lot) 
 
Remember snow? If winter cooperates, we’ll track mammals at Terra Cotta on February 2. 
Alas those mammals aren’t likely to include groundhogs, even though it will be Groundhog 
Day. (They’ll be snug in their burrows.) However, plenty of other mammals are winter 
active. We should find the tracks of deer, coyotes, squirrels, cottontails and mink, among 
others. Two years ago, we found the meandering trail of a porcupine and last year we 
discovered deer bones – evidence of coyote predation.  
 
The difficulty level of this outing is moderate. Expect to follow some of the tracks off trail 
over uneven ground. This event will be rescheduled if there is a lack of snow. We’ll send an 
email blast out if that is the case. 
 
More info: Don Scallen dscallen@cogeco.ca   
 

 
  Measuring coyote tracks on a previous outing at Terra Cotta Conservation Area. 

mailto:dscallen@cogeco.ca
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What your club did in 2019 
 
The Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club offered excellent monthly meetings in 2019 but we 
did so much more. Notably we ran two highly successful community events, supported by 
funding from the Town of Halton Hills Community Sustainability Investment Fund, and 
spearheaded by club members Fiona Reid, Laura Weihs and Alexis Buset. The first in May 
was all about the value of native plants for pollinators and biodiversity. Each participant left 
with an assortment of nine native flowering plants. The second was a recycling and waste 
reduction workshop held in October. This important club initiative attracted over 50 
participants! Katherine Shaw, Margaret Beaudette and Janice Gittings, who sewed 40 
beautiful reusable travel cutlery kits to give to participants, deserve special mention for 
helping make this event a success. Margaret and John Beaudette also donated many items. 
 
The club was active in other areas as well. For 29 consecutive years Bill McIlveen has been 
organizing our annual Christmas Bird Count. Bill has built an impressive body of data 
showing high, low and average counts for all the species observed over the course of all 
those years. Bill also continued the summer evening walk program, an enduring partnership 
between our club and the South Peel Naturalist Club. 
 
Beyond this, we continued to maintain and monitor bird boxes at Scotsdale Farm and Forks 
of the Credit Provincial Park. This program has been highly successful with most of the 64 
bird houses being occupied by tree swallows, house wrens and eastern bluebirds. Kudos yet 
again to the wonderful bird box construction efforts of club member Kim Dobson.  
 
Also at Forks of the Credit Provincial Park, club members assembled in the fall to maintain 
important meadow habitat by removing woody vegetation. Meadowlarks, bobolinks and 
various meadow dependent sparrows will return to more open habitat come spring. And 
two bird feeders at Georgetown Hospital were maintained for a fifth winter by club 
members – the patients (and the birds!) appreciated our efforts.  
 
Birds too, are the focus of an exciting partnership between our club and the Halton Hills 
Public Libraries. Soon birding packages consisting of backpacks, bird books and binoculars 
contributed by our club will be available for check-out at the Acton and Georgetown library 
branches.  
 
Webmaster John Beaudette continues to maintain an excellent website and the club’s social 
media presence on Facebook. And Laura Weihs continues to produce an excellent 
newsletter that has been widely praised.  
 
My sincere thanks to everyone who makes this club the vibrant organization it is.   
 
Don Scallen  
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The Great Backyard Bird Count is fast approaching. To learn more 
about this annual event and how to participate read on.    
 
Dear Halton North Peel Naturalist Club, 

Thanks for all you do to raise awareness and appreciation of the world around us. The 
upcoming Great Backyard Bird Count will be another opportunity for your members to 
enjoy the outdoors and contribute to Citizen Science, no matter where they are – home or 
travelling. 

The Great Backyard Bird Count is a 4 day annual event that provides a snap shot of where 
birds are around the world. Last year there were 6,699 species recorded and 204,921 
checklists submitted! It is taking place 14-17 Feb, 2020.  

We’ve lost 1 in 4 birds in North America since the 1970s – but people can help by 
participating in bird counts like the Great Backyard Bird Count to monitor birds.  We ask 
people to count birds for at least 15 minutes on one or more days of the count and enter 
their sightings at BirdCount.org. The information gathered by tens of thousands of 
volunteers helps track changes in bird populations on a massive scale. Birds Canada is proud 
to be a partner in the Great Backyard Bird Count, a joint project of the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology and the National Audubon Society. 

Here is a link to the instructions and to last year’s results  https://gbbc.birdcount.org/all-
summaries/2019-gbbc-summary/.   

Here is a link to this year’s GBBC poster and other social 
media graphics GBBC POSTER DOWNLOAD 

Please share the information with your group and with 
anyone else who may enjoy participating. 

Best wishes for the holiday season and Happy New Year!  

Kerrie Wilcox 

Canadian Coordinator, Great Backyard Bird Count 
Birds Canada 
888-448-2473 ext 134 
www.birdcount.org 

 

 
 
  

http://www.birdcount.org/
http://birdcount.org/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/?__hstc=64079792.bd9e75a2c84f760c123bae9561496def.1404391801649.1421160194925.1421176309041.49&__hssc=64079792.4.1421176309041&__hsfp=1581982135
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/?__hstc=64079792.bd9e75a2c84f760c123bae9561496def.1404391801649.1421160194925.1421176309041.49&__hssc=64079792.4.1421176309041&__hsfp=1581982135
http://www.audubon.org/
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/2016Updates_English_DownloadableInstructions.pdf
https://gbbc.birdcount.org/all-summaries/2019-gbbc-summary/
https://gbbc.birdcount.org/all-summaries/2019-gbbc-summary/
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/news/poster/
tel:888-448-2473%20ext%20134
http://www.birdcount.org/
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Results of the 2019 Halton Hills Christmas Bird Count 
By W.D. McIlveen 
 
The 29th edition of the annual Christmas Bird Count for Halton Hills was conducted on 
December 27, 2019. The weather on that day made it the warmest day for the Count in 
recent memory. Temperatures in the morning reached 10 oC though they started to decline 
in the afternoon. The morning was slightly foggy. Snow cover was variable with the remains 
of snowbanks and ice pack on woodland trails as well as large areas free of snow. Running 
water was open but standing water was mostly frozen from the extended periods of 
freezing prior to the count. The warm temperatures in particular lowered the demand for 
access to bird feeders. 
 
The results of the tally for Count Day and Count Week are summarized in the attached table. 
The total number of species reported was 52 which is essentially the same as the long-term 
average of 50.7 species. The total number of birds tallied was 9222 which is below the 
average of 9539 birds. As usual, Canada Geese dominated the tally with over 40% of the 
individual birds reported. Like 2018, along with the non-native Rock Pigeon, Starling, and 
House Sparrow, these four species accounted for nearly 70% of all birds seen. The ‘winter 
finches’ were absent. No new species were added to our grand list leaving the total of 
species seen during the 29 years of counts at 105. 
 
Two species, the American Kestrel and Swamp Sparrow were added during Count Week. 
New high numbers were noted for Common Raven which is consistent with the population 
trend for this species but the high total of 592 Cedar Waxwings is remarkable. Ten Eastern 
Bluebirds is also a new high. The three Bald Eagles matched a previous high but Red-tailed 
Hawk and Herring Gull numbers equalled previous low numbers. Mourning Dove and 
American Tree Sparrow numbers were below previous low tallies. Perhaps the former can 
be explained by the weather on Count Day but Tree Sparrow numbers throughout the Fall 
season have been especially low. Twelve species (approximately one quarter of all species) 
produced numbers that were lower than the long-term average. Eight of the 12 are 
considered to be ‘feeder birds’ therefore we can invoke the weather factor to explain the 
low counts for those species. 
 
The 28 participants that contributed to the 2019 Count included Peter Bailey, Ray Blower, 
Dilys Bowman, Alexis Buset, Angela Cacciarru, Cindy Kallmeyer, Holly Kallmeyer, Christina 
Kovacs, Mark Mastantuono, Bill McIlveen, Jacky Miller, Jennifer Minogue, Mike Norton, 
Rose O’Reilly, Rob Palin, Pedro Pereyra, Dawn Renfrew, Helen Pinchen, Don Scallen, Adhara 
Scholten, Yves Scholten, Dan Schuurman, Rick Stroud, Shirley Stroud, Paolo Tino, Patrick 
Tuck, Laura Weihs, and Tom Wenzel. 
 
Thank you again to Larry May for arranging access to the Maple Lodge Farms property and 
to Bill Elgie and Dan Richer for accommodating the team visit to the Upper Canada College 
property. A special thank you to Alexis Buset and Yves Scholten for hosting the wrap-up 
session.  
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Species Total Avg Low High  Species Total Avg Low High 

Canada Goose 3880  2305.2  229  4577  Downy Woodpecker 38  51.8  21  91  

American Black Duck 13  20.4  2  67  Hairy Woodpecker 22  18.5  2  33  

Mallard 255  524.4  26  1636  Pileated Woodpecker 2  3.4  0  12  

Mallard hybrid 11     Northern Shrike 1  3.7  0  19  

Bufflehead 3  2.9  1  11  Blue Jay 117  143.1  60  333  

Common Goldeneye 10  7.4  1  26  American Crow 628  336.6  55  692  

Hooded Merganser 5  4.8  2  10  Common Raven 19  3.9  0  10  

Common Merganser 12  12.8  1  66  Black-capped Chickadee 267  587.0  243  1211  

Wild Turkey 15  40.4  0  195  Red-breasted Nuthatch 6  8.5  1  22  

Great Blue Heron 2  1.3  0  4  White-breasted Nuthatch 30  43.8  19  82  

Bald Eagle 3  1.7  0  3  Golden-crowned Kinglet 3  5.9  0  30  

Northern Harrier 1  2.9  0  11  Eastern Bluebird 10  3.4  0  8  

Sharp-shinned Hawk 2  3.8  1  11  American Robin 67  58.7  1  266  

Cooper's Hawk 5  3.2  0  10  Northern Mockingbird 1  1.9  0  5  

Northern Goshawk  2  1.1  0  2  European Starling 1804  1790.8  485  3490  

Red-tailed Hawk 35  58.9  35  117  Cedar Waxwing 592  89.8  3  346  

Rough-legged Hawk 1  6.5  1  45  American Tree Sparrow 15  288.9  55  837  

American Kestrel 1  8.6  0  16  Song Sparrow 3  4.9  1  22  

Merlin CW 1.1  0  3  Swamp Sparrow CW 1.3  1  2  

Peregrine Falcon 1  1.0  1  1  Slate-colored Junco 113  297.2  91  693  

Ring-billed Gull 36  135.9  1  2010  Northern Cardinal 34  60.6  22  101  

Herring Gull 1  34.8  1  222  House Finch 61  180.0  23  456  

Rock Pigeon 599  554.0  210  1455  American Goldfinch 87  218.8  37  499  

Mourning Dove 174  609.6  191  1385  House Sparrow 233  562.8  196  1316  

Eastern Screech Owl 1  1.7  0  6   

Great Horned Owl 1  2.0  0  5  Species Total Avg Low High 

Belted Kingfisher 1  2.8  1  7  Total Birds 9222  9539  3131  15507  

Red-bellied Woodpecker 10  7.5  0  21  No. Species 52  50.7  41  60  

 
Halton-North Peel Naturalist Club members take 
part in the 120th year of the annual Western 
Hemisphere’s Christmas Bird Count. It is the 
largest public participation scientific project in 
the world. This was longtime Club member Bill 
Mcilveen’s 29th year organizing this important 
annual event. 
 

Pictured are Rose O’Reilly, Peter Bailey, Helen 
Ross and Tom Wenzel who were monitoring the 
Glen Williams area. 
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Northern Hawk Owl in Schomberg 
Article by Don Scallen and Photo by Ian Jarvie 
 
Birders from far and wide, including several from our club, have journeyed to Schomberg 
this winter to view the rare appearance of a Northern Hawk Owl. These striking owls are 

usually confined to the boreal forest 
region of North America. But 
occasionally they come south in the 
winter like their Snowy Owl 
relatives. Perhaps as a result of 
having little interaction with people 
in their remote northern habitats, 
they don’t perceive us as threats. 
This Schomberg owl seems oblivious 
to the throngs of people who arrive 
to admire it. If naïve about us, these 
owls are also naïve about the 
dangers roads and traffic represent. 
Let’s hope this northern visitor 
survives its sojourn in the south and 
returns safely to its northern haunts 
come spring. 
 
The accounts I’ve heard from the 
Schomberg Hawk Owl site appear to 
indicate that the throngs of people 
viewing this bird have been 
respectful of its space. Indeed the 
fact that it remained (remains?) at 
this site is an indication that it has 
not been unduly bothered. 

However, it is crucial that our interaction with birds puts their welfare first. All of us who 
observe or photograph birds should be aware of the Ontario Field Ornithologists Code of 
Ethics:  http://ofo.ca/site/page/view/aboutus.ethics    
   

Many thanks    to Don Scallen for continuing to lead the Halton North Peel Naturalist 

Club, as he has done for the last 4 years. I know that our club members appreciate the 
fantastic job he’s done as President and is now continuing to do as Acting President. We 
can thank him for ensuring we have interesting and knowledgeable speakers at every 
meeting and that we have numerous outdoor activities and so much more.   
 

In his article about club events in 2019 he neglected to include the community walk and 
clean up which he led as part of the Town of Halton Hills Earth Week Celebrations. 
 

Don, on behalf of club members I would like to thank you for all the hard work you do! 
Laura Weihs 

http://ofo.ca/site/page/view/aboutus.ethics
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Halton Region Waste Management Site Tour 
Article and photos by Laura Weihs  

 
The Halton Region waste management site tour on December 12th was fantastic! Five 
people attended and a few others unable to attend on that date will go at a future time.  
 
Throughout the tour there were many hawks, so the birding was great! Also, they employ 
a falconer with a Harris Hawk to keep the gulls away. I wish everyone could have a tour so 
that they appreciate the effort that has gone into considering every aspect of the landfill so 
that it has the least effect on the environment and surrounding residents. Reuse of 
materials is promoted as much as possible as well as practiced at the site. They shred the 
wood dropped off from items like cabinet doors to make wood chips used to immediately 
cover the compacted garbage. There is very little smell even on top of the open part of the 
landfill. It's not well known that paint dropped off is checked and mixed then what is usable 
is given away free to anyone who can use it. Paint is only available in the warm months. 
People are allowed 3 cans at a time. This helps the environment, saves waste and money! 
Nicole Watt offered us an extended tour and made it educational, fun and fascinating!  
 
These are a few interesting things we learned about:  
 

 Syphoning any leachates and treating water coming from the landfill. 
 

 Practices to extend the life of the landfill and keep odor to a minimum. 
 

 Syphoning of methane to power approximately 1,000 homes. 
 

 Huge amounts of yard waste that years ago used to go into the landfill is composted 
and sold to landscapers and given free to the public. 
 

 There is a holding area for recyclables being transferred to the local recycling facility. 
Special long haul vehicles are used for the transfer in order to keep CO2 to a 
minimum. One long haul vehicle makes the trip of 5 smaller regular trucks. 
 

 Many bikes in a special collection area are regularly picked up by an organization that 
refurbishes them and gives them to people. 

 
You can take a virtual tour at https://www.halton.ca/For-Residents/Recycling-
Waste/Video-Tours-Halton-Waste-Management-Site  
 
All that waste and recycling comes from us. We control what and how much we buy and 
use. Rethink your choices, Refuse single use, Reduce consumption, Reuse everything, 
Refurbish old stuff, Repair before you replace, Repurpose and be creative – reinvent and 
Recycle as a last option! 

https://www.halton.ca/For-Residents/Recycling-Waste/Video-Tours-Halton-Waste-Management-Site
https://www.halton.ca/For-Residents/Recycling-Waste/Video-Tours-Halton-Waste-Management-Site


The Esquesing 12 March – May - Jan – Feb 2020 

 
Bags of yard waste awaiting to be composted. As you can, see sometimes plastic bags and 
various non-compostable items end up in with the yard waste. These will be filtered out. 
Numerous long rows of material cover a vast area leading up to the final screening zone.  
 

 
The material heats up naturally. Turning it over is part of the composting process.  
 

 
At this last stage, screening produces a fine, then marketable product for landscapers to 
purchase. 
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Approximately 1,000 homes are powered through the collection of methane gas.  
 
 

 
Our guide, Nicole Watt discusses the Household Hazardous Waste area. 
 

 
This is a view of the past landfill that we have driven onto; the present landfill which is open 
and being used; and the future landfill in the distance. Originally it was projected to be full 
and closed 10 years ago, but with careful planning and waste reduction, its life has been 
greatly extended for another 30 years! They are proud of the progress they’ve made in 
waste management. 
.  
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Rattlesnakes in Halton 
By W.D. McIlveen 
 
While reviewing a book on the history of Halton [Clarke, 1955], I encountered an interesting 
note concerning a child that was bitten by a Rattlesnake on a farm located near 
Stewarttown. This happened in 1870. The child apparently displayed symptoms consistent 
with a snake bite and fortunately she was saved through medical intervention. This was at 
a time that long-predated antivenom medication. 
 
The account did raise a question about the identity of the species of snake involved. Was it 
a Massasauga or a Timber Rattlesnake? I was aware of some references to Rattlesnakes 
occurring in Halton in old reports so these records [Lamond] and other documents were 
consulted.  
 
Local records for Timber Rattlesnakes in the NHIC database include reports from the Credit 
River near Rockside in Peel County; along the southern portion of the Niagara Escarpment 
(i.e. Spencer George and East Hamilton), Hamilton-Wentworth RM; the vicinity of 
Rattlesnake Point and Waterdown in Halton County. The last known record for the species 
in Ontario is from 1941 when the last specimen was found in Niagara Glen. With no more-
recent sightings, the species has been declared extirpated from Ontario [COSWIC]. The 
Stewarttown area therefore falls within the known historic range for Timber Rattlesnake 
(Fig. 1). By comparison, there are no old or recent records for the endangered Massasauga 
Rattlesnakes in Halton or Peel despite known occurrences to the north, west and south of 
Halton [Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry]. The conclusion then is that the 
snake at Stewarttown was a Timber Rattlesnake. 
 

Fig. 1 Map - Range of Timber Rattlesnake in Ontario 
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It seems appropriate here to mention the better-known notes on Timber Rattlesnakes in 
Halton. Most of the information comes from the diaries of Lady Elizabeth Simcoe who 
travelled through the area with her husband in the late 1700s [Robertson]. There are three 
specific records that mention Rattlesnakes. These are apparently all related to the road 
construction work done at the edge of the Niagara Escarpment when Augustus Jones was 
first installing the new Dundas Street (Highway 5) near Waterdown. 
 
1793 September 24:  I hear that they kill rattlesnakes every day, yet not a man has been 
bitten, altho' they have been among them for six weeks. Captain Smith sent 2 rattlesnakes 
in a barrel that I might see them. They were dark and ugly and made a whizzing sound in 
shaking their rattles when I touched them with a stick. 
 
1793 December 8:  Mr. Jones, the surveyor, says seven hundred rattlesnakes were killed near 
Burlington Bay this summer. They live in caves, and in very dry weather go down to the lake 
to drink; they are sluggish, and, as they move in numbers at a time, probably would be easier 
destroyed than many other reptiles. The man is quite recovered who was bitten by one last 
August. 
 
1796 June 12: “This part of the mountain is said to abound with rattlesnakes, and why I did 
not meet them in these unfrequented places I do not know.” Considering the high rate of 
mortality mentioned in the second note, it would seem that human activity might explain 
the lack of snakes three years later. 
 
Internet sites claim that Snake Road in Burlington is so-named because of its winding nature 
and not because of the presence of snakes. A similar claim is made for the naming of 
Rattlesnake Point. Considering that Rattlesnakes were indeed known historically from that 
area suggests that the Timber Rattlesnake was the source of the name for that part of the 
Escarpment. 
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Quiz Answers:  
 

1. Muskrat 

2. Deer Mouse 

3. Crow 

4. Raccoon 

5. Coyote 

6. Squirrel 

7. Porcupine 

8. Meadow Vole 

From the Web: 
 

Loons adopt a duck in Wisconsin https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOU_RKHSkaY 
And if loons can raise a duck, why not an owl? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98NjqlsDPNI 
 
Urban turtles. A report of a turtle study at Heart Lake in Brampton 
https://www.facetsjournal.com/doi/10.1139/facets-2019-

0046?fbclid=IwAR06Qq_Sn5llwZQFa76iDDd9dGd47msBbGVMBoq-YE1pz8-

qQPjcMrqi80Q 

 
Birds matter. An interview with Margaret Atwood  

https://www.audubon.org/news/margaret-atwood-insists-birds-matter-everyone-

whether-they-realize-it-or-not?amp%3Fms=digital-eng-social-facebook-x-

20191100_fb_link_-

_margaret_atwood_interview&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_cam

paign=20191100_fb_link_-_margaret_atwood_interview&fbclid=IwAR3kQ-

_dYSvT0u7BDdykVisd5z0axOFWzpFaTlPYfnH7S6to3xTtr17lS6A 

 

Under the surface of an Appalachian stream.  

https://www.davidherasimtschuk.com/hidden-rivers 

 

TVO Climate Watch shorts. A series of brief videos (5 minutes or less) about climate 
change problems and mitigation https://www.tvo.org/programs/climate-watch-shorts 
 

Dragonfly vision  https://www.bbc.com/reel/playlist/intelligent-

creatures?vpid=p035dt58 

Elephants can hear clouds https://www.bbc.com/reel/playlist/intelligent-

creatures?vpid=p035f0g7 

Chimpanzees that play with dolls https://www.bbc.com/reel/playlist/intelligent-

creatures?vpid=p03rw3rw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOU_RKHSkaY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98NjqlsDPNI
https://www.facetsjournal.com/doi/10.1139/facets-2019-0046?fbclid=IwAR06Qq_Sn5llwZQFa76iDDd9dGd47msBbGVMBoq-YE1pz8-qQPjcMrqi80Q
https://www.facetsjournal.com/doi/10.1139/facets-2019-0046?fbclid=IwAR06Qq_Sn5llwZQFa76iDDd9dGd47msBbGVMBoq-YE1pz8-qQPjcMrqi80Q
https://www.facetsjournal.com/doi/10.1139/facets-2019-0046?fbclid=IwAR06Qq_Sn5llwZQFa76iDDd9dGd47msBbGVMBoq-YE1pz8-qQPjcMrqi80Q
https://www.audubon.org/news/margaret-atwood-insists-birds-matter-everyone-whether-they-realize-it-or-not?amp%3Fms=digital-eng-social-facebook-x-20191100_fb_link_-_margaret_atwood_interview&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=20191100_fb_link_-_margaret_atwood_interview&fbclid=IwAR3kQ-_dYSvT0u7BDdykVisd5z0axOFWzpFaTlPYfnH7S6to3xTtr17lS6A
https://www.audubon.org/news/margaret-atwood-insists-birds-matter-everyone-whether-they-realize-it-or-not?amp%3Fms=digital-eng-social-facebook-x-20191100_fb_link_-_margaret_atwood_interview&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=20191100_fb_link_-_margaret_atwood_interview&fbclid=IwAR3kQ-_dYSvT0u7BDdykVisd5z0axOFWzpFaTlPYfnH7S6to3xTtr17lS6A
https://www.audubon.org/news/margaret-atwood-insists-birds-matter-everyone-whether-they-realize-it-or-not?amp%3Fms=digital-eng-social-facebook-x-20191100_fb_link_-_margaret_atwood_interview&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=20191100_fb_link_-_margaret_atwood_interview&fbclid=IwAR3kQ-_dYSvT0u7BDdykVisd5z0axOFWzpFaTlPYfnH7S6to3xTtr17lS6A
https://www.audubon.org/news/margaret-atwood-insists-birds-matter-everyone-whether-they-realize-it-or-not?amp%3Fms=digital-eng-social-facebook-x-20191100_fb_link_-_margaret_atwood_interview&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=20191100_fb_link_-_margaret_atwood_interview&fbclid=IwAR3kQ-_dYSvT0u7BDdykVisd5z0axOFWzpFaTlPYfnH7S6to3xTtr17lS6A
https://www.audubon.org/news/margaret-atwood-insists-birds-matter-everyone-whether-they-realize-it-or-not?amp%3Fms=digital-eng-social-facebook-x-20191100_fb_link_-_margaret_atwood_interview&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=20191100_fb_link_-_margaret_atwood_interview&fbclid=IwAR3kQ-_dYSvT0u7BDdykVisd5z0axOFWzpFaTlPYfnH7S6to3xTtr17lS6A
https://www.audubon.org/news/margaret-atwood-insists-birds-matter-everyone-whether-they-realize-it-or-not?amp%3Fms=digital-eng-social-facebook-x-20191100_fb_link_-_margaret_atwood_interview&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=20191100_fb_link_-_margaret_atwood_interview&fbclid=IwAR3kQ-_dYSvT0u7BDdykVisd5z0axOFWzpFaTlPYfnH7S6to3xTtr17lS6A
https://www.davidherasimtschuk.com/hidden-rivers
https://www.tvo.org/programs/climate-watch-shorts
https://www.bbc.com/reel/playlist/intelligent-creatures?vpid=p035dt58
https://www.bbc.com/reel/playlist/intelligent-creatures?vpid=p035dt58
https://www.bbc.com/reel/playlist/intelligent-creatures?vpid=p035f0g7
https://www.bbc.com/reel/playlist/intelligent-creatures?vpid=p035f0g7
https://www.bbc.com/reel/playlist/intelligent-creatures?vpid=p03rw3rw
https://www.bbc.com/reel/playlist/intelligent-creatures?vpid=p03rw3rw
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Tree Cooperation  
Article and Photo by Don Scallen 

 

Human beings are competitive creatures. The popularity of sport attests to that.  

Competition is also a driver of our social interactions. We compete for mates, for jobs and 

in many other ways.   

But if human beings are intrinsically competitive, we are, at the same time, manifestly 

cooperative. Fans of team sports know that even very talented teams can fall short if the 

players don’t perform within a cooperative framework. In our personal lives cooperation 

builds vitally important social bonds.   

Other animals, of course, compete and cooperate too. And plants? They compete intensely 

for sunlight, water and nutrients. But do they cooperate as well?   

An emphatic yes, as revealed by research by Dr. Suzanne Simard in British Columbia.  Simard 

discovered that “mother” trees shuttled nutrients to their offspring via underground fungal 

mycorrhizal networks. This was exciting enough. But then, Simard discovered something 

truly extraordinary.  

Two very different species of trees, Douglas fir and white birch were helping each other 

survive! The fir trees would supply carbon to the deciduous birch trees in the winter when 

the birch had no leaves to conduct photosynthesis. In other seasons the two species would 

swap roles. Birch would feed carbon to the Douglas firs through their interconnected 

mycorrhizal webs.  

The research into the cooperative nature of trees is in its infancy. I’d love science to explore 

the possibility that two of our local tree species, beech and hemlock, might also be 

cooperating through fungal networks.  

Beech and hemlock often grow together on moist woodland sites, making a lovely 

combination. Neither species survives 

well beyond the forest. Remove one 

from its peers and it will languish and 

usually die prematurely.  

Something about the woodland 

environment is necessary for their 

well-being. It’s purely speculation on 

my part, but maybe that well-being 

depends on the metaphorical embrace 

of their underground fungal networks.   

More photos of beech and hemlock can 
be found at https://www.inthehills.ca/2019/11/tree-co-operation/ 

        

https://www.inthehills.ca/2019/11/tree-co-operation/
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Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club, Box 115, Georgetown, Ontario L7G 4T1 

Charity Registration number 869778761RR0001  
 

                           Executive                                                                  Appointments  
Acting President: Don Scallen       (905) 876-6180           Membership:                                             Lorysa Cornish                                         
Past President: Fiona Reid             (905) 693-9719   Newsletter:                                                Laura Weihs                                    
Vice President: Ian Jarvie               (905) 877-1441          Ontario Nature Representative:             Don Scallen                  
Secretary: Helen Ross                     (519) 766-8876          Webmaster:                                               John Beaudette                               
Treasurer: David Williams              (905) 877-1539 
                    Crozier Property Steward                                                    
                                   Hardy Property Steward                                   Ray Blower 

 
 Membership for one year: $30 Single; $40 Family 

The Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club is an affiliated member of Ontario Nature. 
 

www.hnpnc.com 

 
 

Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club 
 

Meetings are at St Alban’s Church in Glen Williams starting at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

   

http://www.hnpnc.com/
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Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club Membership Form 
 

____ Renewal or ______ New Member(s)  Date________________________________ 

 
Name(s): ________________________________________________________________  
 
Address: __________________________     City: ________________________________  
 
Postal Code: ___________________    Telephone: _______________________________  
 
E-mail: _____________________________   
 
Membership Renewal: _____ Single ($30.00) ______ Family ($40.00)   
New members only for the period:  
from December through to August _____ Single ($22.50) ______ Family ($30.00)   
from March through to August _____ Single ($15.00) ______ Family ($20.00)   
from June through to August _____ Single ($  7.50) ______ Family ($10.00)   
 
Would you like to make a donation to help send a youth to the Ontario Nature Youth 
Summit for Biodiversity and Environmental Leadership?    If yes, amount of donation: 
$________________________ 

 
Do you have any suggestions for programs or field trips?  
 

 

 

 
************************************************************************ 

WAIVER OF LIABILITY 
(must be signed by anyone planning to attend field trips or other outdoor activities) 

 

In making this application, I affirm that I am in good health, capable of performing the 
exercise required to participate, and that I accept as my personal risk the hazards of such 
participation and will not hold the Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club or its representatives 
responsible.  
 

In consideration of the Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club accepting my application, I hereby and forever 
release and discharge the Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club and its officers, directors, servants and agents 
from any liability whatsoever arising as a result of my participation in these trips and declare that this is 
binding upon me, my heirs, executors, administrators and assigned.  
 

Signature(s): _________________________________ Date: ______________________  
 

          _________________________________ Date: ______________________  
*********************************************************************** 
Please fill out this form and bring it in to next indoor meeting or mail with payment to:  
 
Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club  
P.O. Box 115, Georgetown, Ontario  L7G 4T1 


