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President’s Message

A

utumn is a time of change. The departure of summer and the movement, by fits and
starts, towards winter. Mellow and stormy by turns.
September and October offer wonderful
opportunities to enjoy the natural world. Fewer
biting insects, sparkling azure skies and dewy mornings. Orb
web spiders, migrating birds, nocturnal insect symphonies,
spawning trout and landscapes daubed purple, yellow and
orange by wildflowers and the turning leaves.
This is a time of change for the club too. Our Executive will necessarily undergo
transformation as some of us step down. Janice Sukhiani has been our valued Treasurer for
many years. Pottery making beckons this talented lady. I thank her for her service and wish
her well! Secretary Ann Fraser is moving on too. Ann has managed the somewhat thankless
task of transforming Executive babble into coherent reports. As Janice has her pottery, Ann
has her photography… astonishingly good stuff! And I’m stepping down from the
Presidency, as required by our constitution after four years at the helm. I will stay on as Past
President.
We have an excellent candidate who has suggested she may stand for Secretary at our
October AGM. I hope she does. That leaves the positions of Treasurer and President open.
Neither is particularly demanding. We meet as an executive only four or five times per year.
And the meetings, as meetings go, are rather pleasant. Ideas to make our club better are
shared over cookies and coffee* in an atmosphere of collegiality. (*Or a glass of wine for
those like myself who appreciate a little lubrication.) Our club is powered by volunteers.
Please consider filling one of these positions or giving a worthy candidate a gentle nudge in
that direction.
All things natural and environmental capture the attention of our club and that is one of our
greatest strengths. We find engaging people to speak on a diversity of nature and
environmental topics and we offer varied outings to help us appreciate the richness of
nature in Halton and Peel. New for the club is involvement in workshops in partnership with
the Office of Sustainability of the Town of Halton Hills. Alexis Buset and Fiona Reid, with
help from several other club members, put on a very successful Pollinators and Beyond
workshop at the Georgetown Branch of the Halton Hills Library in May. On October 24, the
club will present a workshop entitled “Strategies on Recycling and Waste Reduction in
Halton Hills”. Huge kudos go out to Laura Weihs and her Waste Reduction committee for
making this important event possible. See inside for more details.
I’ve really enjoyed my four years as your President and look forward to my new role as Past
President. See you soon!
Don Scallen
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Talks and Walks
Indoor Events: Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month,
September to June at St. Alban the Martyr Anglican Church, 537 Main Street, Glen Williams,
unless stated otherwise.
Tuesday September 10, 2019
Fiona Reid: Tropical Adventures
If you’ve been a club member for any length of time you know Fiona. She is a consummate
naturalist, interested in life in all its sublime diversity. She is a mammal expert (author of
the Peterson’s Field Guide to the Mammals) with a particular affinity for bats. In recent
years she’s also become a moth aficionado. (In the Walks section, she offers an evening of
mothing on September 15) Fiona has purchased property in Costa Rica and in coming
months will be coordinating a series of BioBlitz’s to catalogue the creatures that live there.
She also visits far-flung exotic locations like Gabon and Sri Lanka. Expect a wonderful
presentation highlighted by excellent photos.
Tuesday October 8, 2019
Lynn Allen: Salamander Toxins
Lynn Allen was a clinical biochemist in the health care field. She worked at Toronto General
Hospital and later became Laboratory Director at Headwaters Health Care Centre,
Orangeville. Also a staunch naturalist, Lynn has volunteered with the Bruce Trail
Conservancy for many years and has served as its president. Costa Rica is a regular
destination for Lynn, where her husband, Hamish Duthie, has taught many field courses in
ecology with university students. It was there that she developed an interest in the chemical
defenses of plants and animals.

Red eft - Photo Credit Don Scallen

Toxic animals that inhabit our area include various
varieties of salamanders. Interestingly, Lynn has
found that different salamanders employ
different toxins to defend themselves. She’s also
discovered that more research into this intriguing
subject is necessary. For example, there is an
ongoing controversy about whether newts make
their own toxins or acquire them from their food
sources. Lynn will unravel some of the mysteries
of the toxic animals in our midst.

Tuesday November 12, 2019
Bruce Mackenzie: The Special Wetlands of the
Hamilton Watershed
From a rare fen to immense swamps, the flora and
wildlife abound in the diverse wetlands surrounding
Hamilton. Explore the reasons for the existence of the
five different wetland types and their biota. Where
lies the difference between a swamp and a marsh?
Sora - Photo Credit Bruce Mackenzie
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Bruce is retired from the Hamilton Conservation Authority after managing conservation
areas for 39 years. He presently is a Commissioner on the Niagara Escarpment Commission
and a Member of the Board of the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority. He is a past
President of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club and is presently the Director of the Club’s Bird
Study Group and Coordinator for its Grimsby Wetlands Project.
Tuesday December 10, 2018
Annual Potluck and Slide Show
Come for Ray Blower’s legendary bean salad and for the opportunity to share some of your
nature experiences with the club. If you participate in the slide show, please limit your
presentation to ten minutes or less. Please remember to bring your own plates, cutlery and
mugs!

Outdoor Events
Reminder: As per new club policy we will pick up litter that we encounter on our walks.
Gloves could come in handy. The leader will supply a litter bag.
Saturday September 14, 2019, 7 pm
Mothing and Caterpillars
Illuminated bed sheets and intoxicating potions painted on trees. Intrigued? Come out to
meet some of our local moths and search nocturnal foliage for caterpillars. Fiona Reid will
be our gracious host and guide for this event. She lives on 15th Sideroad just west of Hwy
25. https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Speyside,+ON+L7J+2M1/43.5723909,79.9828659/@43.5760183,79.9831651,1535m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m5!1m1!1s0x882b718686ff6333:0xa
59b63607b70fd0!2m2!1d-79.975196!2d43.579949!1m0
Fiona can be contacted at 905-693-9719
Sunday September 29, 2019, 1pm
Nest box cleaning at Scotsdale
Meet in the Scotsdale parking lot accessible from Trafalgar Road. Our annual inspection
and cleaning of the approximately 50 nest boxes we’ve installed at Scotsdale Farm starting
in 2014.
Tuesday October 1, 2019, 1 pm
Nest box cleaning at Forks of the Credit Provincial Park
Meet in the Forks of the Credit parking lot west off of McClaren Road Caledon, between
Forks of the Credit Road and Charleston Sideroad. Parking fee required. Forks of the Credit
Provincial Park is a wonderful meadow/brushland/wooded landscape and is especially
appealing in the autumn. We’ve scheduled this nest box cleaning afternoon mid-week to
avoid the large crowds that descend on the park on fall weekends. Fingers crossed that we
will have enough volunteers to help out. In 2017, our club installed a total of 22 nest boxes
at Forks of the Credit Provincial Park. Earlier in 2019, all boxes had been occupied by nesting
birds.
The Esquesing
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Sunday October 27, 1pm
Brook trout at Silver Creek Education Centre*
Our quest will be spawning brook trout. These spectacular fish inhabit clean, cool streams
and thankfully such streams can still be found in this area. Binoculars are essential. * the
location may change if Don Scallen locates another nearby stream with good viewing
opportunities. Don can be contacted at 905-876-6180

Other Club Associated Events
Thursday October 24, 2019, 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Waste Reduction Information Session
This event hosted by the Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club is free to the public and will be
held at the Mold-Masters SportsPlex, Alcott Room (upstairs). We hope to see you there!
Register at the following link and be sure to share it with anyone who might be interested
in attending. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/strategies-on-recycling-and-waste-reductionin-halton-hills-tickets-69590873175 A full description on the event is on page 6.

Other Notes of Interest for Club Members
Green Tour
The Georgetown Branch of the Halton Hills Library offers a tour of its commitment to green
building initiatives. See the description below. If the interest is great enough, we’ll schedule
a tour of the library for our club. We’d try to arrange this for a weekend afternoon in
October. Please let Don Scallen know if you’d like to do this. dscallen@cogeco.ca
The Green Tour covers the same basic elements from when the building opened. Our staff
will meet you in the entrance of the Cultural Centre and walk the group through the building,
highlighting features like the use of reclaimed wood and automatic lights within the library.
Access to staff-only areas is dependent on the date of the tour but could include the green
roof, staff shower and geothermal system.
We have also done a version of the tour that provides an overview of the historical elements
of the building. This was presented at Culture Days in previous years. If the group is
interested, we can include these points within the tour.
Halton Hills Lecture Series
Exploring the Birds of Ontario
John Elliot Theatre on Wednesday November 13, 2019 from 7:30 to 8:30
Free tickets available at the John Elliot Theatre Box Office
https://www.hhpl.on.ca/en/programs-and-clubs/halton-hills-lectureseries.aspx#Exploring-the-Birds-of-Ontario
My thanks to club member Jamie Marchant for bringing these library associated
opportunities to our attention.
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Could you be a Zero Hero?

Strategies on Recycling and Waste Reduction in Halton Hills
Thursday October 24, 2019 - 6:30 to 8:30 pm
Mold-Masters SportsPlex, Alcott Room (upstairs)
221 Guelph St, Georgetown, Ontario L7G 4A8

Article by Laura Weihs and graphic by Chantal Garneau
Club member, Bill McIlveen, will open the event by speaking about global environmental
problems brought on by the collective actions of humankind. These issues include such
things as loss of habitat, species extinction and climate change. Through collective action,
these formidable problems can be reduced. One of the easiest to overcome is the problem
of waste where the personal involvement of individuals and the community can have a
significant positive impact.
Nicole Watt, Waste Diversion Education Co-ordinator will explain the plans and processes
at the Halton Region Waste Management centre and how they can lengthen the life of the
landfill, what happens from blue box to the end of the process and green cart system.
Jennifer Spence, Sustainability Engagement Coordinator with the Town of Halton Hills will
explain what the town has done to reduce waste in their facilities… for example the water
fountains like the one pictured above!
Club member Fiona Reid will address how individuals can reduce waste and cut their use of
plastics, particularly single-use items. She will explain a variety of ways to do this and
showcase local businesses and organizations such as Wastewise that provide alternative
products.
Participants will receive a reusable item that is an alternative to single-use plastics. In fact,
club members Katherine Shaw and Margaret Beaudette are working hard to sew reusable
The Esquesing

6

March – May - June Sept - Oct 2019

cutlery kits to be given out as well! Any assistance would be welcome! If you would like to
help sew a few kits, please contact Katherine at katherine.shaw@sympatico.ca.
This has been a group effort with the Trash Talk committee’s input, John Beaudette’s
assistance with all things on the web and Chantal Garneau creating a professional online
survey to gather information on which local businesses who provide or sell eco-friendly
alternatives to single-use plastic products. Please share this link https://hnpecosurvey.typeform.com/to/Bru9ca with businesses that sell these items or are restaurants,
bakeries or butchers who allow you to bring your own containers and/or provide ecofriendly take out cutlery and container options. Finally, we’ll enjoy and learn from the
presentations of our own club members Bill and Fiona!
We have recently received a grant from the Town of Halton Hills Community Sustainability
Investment Fund. Their support will help make this a successful event!
Please join us to learn how you can reduce waste! Use and share this is link to register for
the event https://www.eventbrite.com/e/strategies-on-recycling-and-waste-reduction-inhalton-hills-tickets-69590873175
Please note the date change for the Acton Rally.

The Esquesing

7

March – May - June Sept - Oct 2019

The Esquesing

8

March – May - June Sept - Oct 2019

The Esquesing

9

March – May - June Sept - Oct 2019

Report on Bees and Beyond, a Pollinator Workshop
Event date: May 25, 2019
Article by Fiona Reid and photos by Alexis Buset
Members of our club have long wanted to stimulate knowledge and awareness of native
plants and pollinators in our region. Even basic information, such as honeybees not being
native wildlife, was on our agenda. When we heard that
the Town of Halton Hills was providing funding for
pollination and pollinators through their Community
Sustainability Investment fund, Alexis Buset and I
decided to apply. We hoped to lure people to our event
by offering a selection of native perennial plants free of
charge. By growing these plants in their garden the plan
was to sustain their interest over time as well. Our
application was successful and we had sufficient funds
to buy 9 native plants (of 5 different species) for each
attendee, and also a few shrubs as door prizes. We
rented the Studio Space at the Georgetown Library, and
hoped for 40 participants. We had 36 sign up and 4
more arrive at the door, so we were spot on!
Monarch on Swamp Milkweed
- Photo Credit Fiona Reid
Our volunteers prepared the
flowering native pollinator plants
that we bought from Verbinnen’s
Nursery into attractive baskets.
We wanted people to be excited
by their plants and eager to take
them home to plant. We also
had a few larger plants as door
prizes, displays of photographs
and handout materials from
Conservation Halton and Credit
Valley Conservation, plus some
very nice snack platters, so the
room was very appealing and welcoming. We made a conscious effort to select non-plastic
materials, using bamboo baskets, wooden popsicle sticks, peat not plastic holders for the
plants, and reusable coffee cups. Our club is working on waste reduction and we wanted
to model our values at this event.
The Esquesing
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Don Scallen and I spoke about insect biodiversity and the need for native plants. Native
pollinators were discussed (using the plants that were to be handed out) to demonstrate
the amount of diversity that exists in Halton. Brief talks by Jennifer Spence from the Town,
and representatives from CVC and CH were also included. The talks were informative and I
don’t think anyone fell asleep, even during my presentation! The event was very well
received and almost everyone lingered long after the workshop was completed. Additional
outreach continued after the event, as extra baskets were distributed to Julie Power to take
to local schools, and planting advice was extended to some participants. The fact that 450
native plants are now planted in gardens around our town is one of the best outcomes of
an all-round successful event. The enthusiasm and networking that took place is another
bonus.
We thank the Town for their foresight in providing funds for events such as these, and all
our volunteers and speakers. We hope to continue to work with The Town on future
projects.
A comment from one of the participants:
“Thank you so much for the wonderful workshop. I learned a great deal and am inspired to
create more habitat for pollinators. The basket of plants was fantastic, and I’ve used them
to create a special garden for the insects. Much appreciated!”
Volunteers were Janice, Laura, Mark, Helen and Yves. Also, John Beaudette helped us get
the webpage looking spiffy.

The workshop room was well set up and inviting.
The Esquesing
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Before the workshop, people were encouraged to grab a coffee and look at some of the
info boards we had set up.

Jennifer Spence giving a quick introduction and explanation of the Community
Sustainability Investment Grant.
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Don Scallen started the workshop by talking about pollination in broad, global terms
before narrowing the focus to pollinators of Ontario and Halton Hills.

Fiona Reid followed-up by talking about pollinators on a more local, specific level followed
by what the attendees could expect to find on their native pollinator plants once they
planted them in their yards.
The Esquesing
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Fiona and Don were open to and enthusiastic
about answering questions.
We were happy to see that people really seemed
to enjoy mingling after the workshop lectures
were complete!

The Esquesing
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Message from Our Membership Co-ordinator
Please be reminded that memberships are due for renewal in September. You can pay in
person at the first meeting (cash or cheque), by mail, or online: check our website
‘membership’ page for details. Renewal is in September, regardless of when you paid last
year; our season runs September - August and we have a pro-rated fee structure for new
memberships accordingly. Please remember to fill in and include the waiver form with your
membership payment! Waivers are required for attendance at any of the outings.
While our meetings are open to all who wish to attend, and our website publicly available
for all to read, our membership dues help us meet the expenses involved in offering these
services: facilities rental, insurance, website hosting fees, honoraria for our speakers, etc.
And our outings and walks are only available to our members - experiences you won't want
to miss!
Please subscribe to our newsletter in order to be added to our email list, to keep you in the
loop about upcoming meetings, planned outings, and other items of interest.
Use this link to complete the enrollment form: https://hnpnc.com/site/subscribe This will
automatically send you an e-mail to request confirmation of your enrollment. Once you
confirm, you will start receiving the e-mail notifications and the newsletter.
Thank you!
Lorysa Cornish

A Note of Sympathy
It is with sincere sympathy that the Halton/North Peel
Naturalist Club acknowledges the passing of Jamie Marchant’s father in June.
Jamie is an avid member of our club and an all-round great guy. Our hearts go out to
him.
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Report on Evening Walks for 2019 – South Peel Naturalists and
Halton/North Peel Naturalists
Article and photos by W.D. McIlveen
I was not there when the South Peel Naturalists (SPN) initiated the evening walks for the
members prior to 1992. Around 1994, I accepted the role as walk organizer and have done
that for about 25 years. The walks became a joint venture between SPN and the
Halton/North Peel Naturalists Club some time later and this has been a great cooperation
ever since.
During the summer of 2019, the evening walk program continued with a total of 16 evening
walks between May 13 and August 26. As usual, all walks were done in various areas of
Halton and Peel Regions as indicated in the following table. The names of the leaders and
the numbers of participants on each walk are indicated. As in previous years, an attempt
was made to balance the sites in the south and the north part of the area. Overall, there
were 4 different leaders (Kirsten Burling, W. McIlveen, Fiona Reid, and Dawn Renfrew).

Date
13-May
20-May
27-May
3-Jun
10-Jun
17-Jun
24-Jun
1-Jul
8-Jul
15-Jul
22-Jul
29-Jul
5-Aug
12-Aug
19-Aug
26-Aug

Location
Santa Land Site
Crozier Tract
Scotch Block
Acton Swift Watch
Scotsdale Bird Box
Fisher's Pond
Hidden Valley Park
Sassafras Woods
Limehouse
Erindale Park
Acton - Tanners Drive
Maurice Breen Park
Swift Night Out
Speyside Area
Rattray
Kiwanis Memorial Park

Leader
Bill McIlveen
Ray Blower
Fiona Reid
Bill McIlveen
Bill McIlveen
Bill McIlveen
Bill McIlveen
Dawn Renfrew
Bill McIlveen
Bill McIlveen
Bill McIlveen
Bill McIlveen
Bill McIlveen
Fiona Reid
Kirsten Burling
Bill McIlveen

Attendance
14 people
5 people
12 people
8 people
2 people*
7 people
4 people
5 people
8 people
14 people
5 people
11 people
6 people
10 people
14 people
5 people

* Rained out
The walk on June 10 saw only 2 people turn up following a rainy day. The planned checking of the
bird boxes was abandoned so as not to disturb birds in the boxes if they had been sitting on eggs or
brooding young in the midst of cool and wet conditions. Excluding this rain out, attendance was
good with an overall average of 8.5 people per event which is nearly two more people per event
than in 2018.
As in the last four years, two of the walks were timed to allow people to participate in two Chimney
Swift watches at Acton and the former Oakville Trafalgar High School. The counts made in 2019
were 63 and 127 respectively compared to the corresponding 51 and 89 birds tallied in 2018. As in
The Esquesing

16

March – May - June Sept - Oct 2019

previous years, the schedule included one walk at the Crozier Tract to maintain custodial
responsibilities for that and the adjoining Hardy Tract, one walk to conduct monitoring of the bird
nest box trail at Scotsdale, and one to visit Rattray Marsh during the migration period for Common
Nighthawks and Chimney Swifts.
Other walks were done at a variety of different locations, each with its own interesting features. On
every outing, one, or more often, many interesting things were seen. Mud prevented access onto
the site of the former Santa Land attraction adjacent to Langtry Park. Fishers Pond, Hidden Valley
Park, Sassafras Woods, Tanner’s Drive, and Kiwanis Park were all visited for the first time ever on
one of the evening walks. Some examples of special sightings included six bat species at Speyside
on August 12, a distinct subspecies of the Pale Jewelweed at Maurice Breen Park, and a new
potentially invasive Smallflower Jewelweed at Kiwanis Park.
All participants apparently enjoyed the walks. The success of the schedule was highly encouraging.
So much so that some sites are already under consideration for the walk schedule for 2020.

Figure 1. Naturalist Club members checking a bird box at Scotch Block, May 27, 2019.
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Figure 2. View of Fisher’s Pond, Burlington, June 17, 2019.

Figure 3. Hardwood forest at Sassafras Woods, July 1, 2019.
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Figure 4. Pale subspecies of Pale Jewelweed at
Maurice Breen Park, August 7, 2019.

Rearing Monarch Caterpillars Indoors. A Controversy.
By Don Scallen
An article (see first link below) in Science Magazine
in June of this year reported research concluding
that monarch caterpillars reared indoors are, upon
transforming into adults, unable to migrate properly.
This caused a great deal of understandable concern
among those of us who enjoy rearing the
caterpillars. Social media was abuzz with the news.
However, a swift and detailed rebuttal quickly
appeared on Facebook, (see second link below)
written by Dr. David G. James, an entomologist at
Washington State University. One important
takeaway from this rebuttal is the importance of
rearing caterpillars near a window where they can
experience naturally changing day lengths.
The James rebuttal allowed those of us who raise caterpillars indoors a collective sigh of
relief. But remember that it is crucial to rear them in natural light conditions.
As a teacher I had monarch caterpillars in the classroom every fall. It was, quite simply, a
crowd pleaser and a wonderful way to kick off the grade six science strand called “The
Diversity of Living Things”. The first thing many of my students did upon entering the
classroom was to check on the caterpillars and then their chrysalides. When the monarch
butterflies emerged, usually conveniently in the morning before classes began, the joy and
excitement was palpable. We’d take the butterflies outside and release them on a pine tree
in the school yard. On sunny days it didn’t take the butterflies long to warm up and fly. And
I remember them flying in a southerly direction… every time.
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2019/06/monarch-butterflies-raised-captivity-don-tmigrate?fbclid=IwAR1KgY4Sx2ZEeskdn4pnN3VF9VPKebEeqNxUYIABX3jFCmWV9hp_dq4D
qK4
https://www.facebook.com/MonarchButterfliesInThePacificNorthwest/posts/2264970376
921931?hc_location=ufi
The Esquesing
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FIELD REPORTS
Earth Day Reflections
By Helen Pettingill
On May 4, I picked up garbage at Nashville North in Norval. I discovered a Facebook group
called Credit River Cleanup, and decided to join them in their efforts. Someone had recently
dumped a huge truckload of household garbage right beside the river :( There was garbage
everywhere, particularly by the bar area - hundreds of plastic straws & cigarette butts.
There was also a lot of garbage by the highway - things thrown out by people driving by water bottles, coffee cups, plastic bags, candy wrappers, etc. I found one useful thing, and
that was a 25 cent Canadian Tire bill, which I put in my pocket :) So much garbage by the
river too. On the way home (I live in Norval), I took an empty garbage bag with me & nearly
filled it up.
It's not so noticeable when driving by, but when you walk around, you can see garbage
everywhere. It's sad that so many people are so thoughtless. To me, every day is Earth Day!

Earth Day Reflections
By Margaret Beaudette
Again this year, members of HNPNC manned a booth at the Georgetown Sustainability Fair.
This activity serves to promote our organization and encourages people to learn more about
nature. Our display is comprised of many beautiful photos of local living things, a variety of
actual objects from nature, and a small aquarium in which there was water from a nearby
vernal pool. Without a doubt, the creatures in the water were the greatest draw for old and
young alike. Fairy shrimp, caddisfly larvae, diving beetles, and even mosquito larvae all
inspired people to ask questions.
We distributed information about our upcoming Pollinator workshop, and spread the word
about HNPNC activities. With any luck, we will see an increase in our membership from the
Saturday activity.

Earth Day Reflections
Article by Laura Weihs, Photos by Katherine Shaw
Alexis Buset led a litter clean up on Clayhill Road with Katherine
Shaw and I helping. We started close to Fallbrook Trail where
another man and women were picking up litter for Earth Day.
Katherine hiked up to the top of a berm where litter including
beer bottles and cans were not visible from the road. She found
a quarter and returned a load of beer bottles and tins to the
Beer Store!
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We later went to another site a short distance away.
Initially we were picking up litter on the side of the road,
then Alexis found household garbage consisting of diapers
and all kinds of waste dumped further into the woods.
We left many large
green garbage bags
full of litter in 2
locations for pick
up by the town.
Alexis even hauled
a toilet up the hill and I brought up a large rusted can
which originally had something like naphtha gas in
it. We could have spent all day in one spot where
household garbage had been dumped down the hill
out of sight.
At a later date I took more pictures looking down over the hillside on Fallbrook Trail where
many large items had been dumped over the years. These photos were e-mailed to Carmella
DiNunzio, Administrative Coordinator – Public Works Town of Halton Hills Transportation &
Public Works at carmellad@haltonhills.ca. Almost immediately staff removed the debris
and properly disposed of it at Leferink Transfer Station on Armstrong Ave. The total weight
was 280 kg which is .28 tonnes! Please don’t hesitate to report areas that need cleaning. I
wish we could stop people from dumping, but while it is going on let’s help to do something
to properly dispose of it!
I took this picture while we were driving through West Virginia. There
are many of these signs posted along the highway. Perhaps we need to
have similar anti-litter laws to make people think twice about dumping!

Earth Day Reflections - Nature Walk and Community Clean Up
By Don Scallen
On May 4, 2019 I led a nature walk in Silver Creek Valley that was also an opportunity to
pick up litter. I concentrated on tree ID. Silver Creek Valley supports the typical trees of our
bioregion including black cherry, basswood, hemlock, white pine and various maple and ash
species. Many of the ash, unsurprisingly, are succumbing to the emerald ash borer. The few
butternuts we encountered were afflicted with butternut canker, a virulent disease that has
pushed this species into the endangered category in Ontario.
A positive note on our walk was the low levels of garbage in the portion of the valley we
visited. Litter that we did find was duly collected.
This type of community walk has merit for the future, combining nature appreciation with
practical environmental action.
The Esquesing
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Thickson Woods
Article and photos by Peter Bailey - List by Helen Ross
On May 19th Veteran Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club member Ray
Blower says; ' If I had only one opportunity to view the Spring bird
migration I would go to Thickson's Woods in Whitby.' After joining
Ray and several other Club members on a H/NPNC field trip this past Spring, I too
concur. Ray was the group leader and he guided us not only to Thickson's Wood's in Whitby
but also to Lynde Shores Conservation Area and Duffins [Creek] Trail in neighbouring
Pickering and Ajax.
The weather was ideal despite a brisk breeze blowing off a cold Lake Ontario which seemed
to encourage returning migrants. Southern Ontario was enjoying a high pressure system
which brought clear skies and seasonal temperatures. A large low pressure weather system
was approaching from the US mid-west that mixed with warm moist southerly air from the
Gulf of Mexico. Together the combined systems helped push the migrants northwards and
kept the wind at their backs making the crossing of both Lake Erie and Lake Ontario more
inviting as the returning birds traveled the final leg of their migration to their respective
breeding grounds in the vastness of the Canadian Boreal Forest and the Tundra and Arctic
Regions beyond.
Thickson's Woods and the connected meadow are a rare and
unique bio diverse area that contains the last remnants of old
growth White Pine on the north shore of Lake Ontario. When the
woods and the pines were threatened by development in 1983 a
group of residents and naturalists formed a nonprofit corporation
and through numerous and generous donations purchased the
property. Thickson's Woods became the first natural area to be
listed in the Ontario Nature Trust Alliance registry.
The woodlot is a blend of two distinct forests, the Boreal and Carolinian Forests, both at the
limits of their range. Along with the towering white pines are hop hornbeams (ironwoods),
black cherry, wild apple, big tooth aspen, American beech, mountain maples, yellow birch,
red oak, silver poplars, and a rare slippery elm. The understory of blue beech, wild
blackcurrant, wild grape wines and choke cherries are mixed in among the ever sprouting
mountain maples and shoreline hemlock.
At water's edge marsh-marigolds blossom in a blaze of golden yellow. Starflowers are a
woodland species rare this far south. Trilliums throughout the woods fill in all the blank
spaces. More than 375 species of vascular plants have been identified in this botanically rich
area, including 17 grasses and 18 sedges.
The conditions were almost ideal for birding. The waves on Lake Ontario were whipped and
didn't present itself as ideal conditions for lake viewing despite Ray having lugged his scope
to the shoreline hoping to spot returning and migrating waterfowl. We did see large
flocks concentrated off into the distance as well as low flying flocks in formation skimming
the waves. Ray decided it would be best to observe the returning songbirds within the
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woods itself. Most if not all trees had flowered and leaves were just beginning to form. We
weren't disappointed. Many varieties of warblers and other songbirds were virtually
tumbling out of the sky. It was not unusual to spot several varieties in one stand of trees
only to turn and look in the other direction to observe several others. It was challenging to
positively identify a species and keep up with other club members' sightings.
Club member Helen Ross compiled a comprehensive list of what we viewed:
Song Sparrow
Downy Woodpecker
Grackle
Blue Jay
Orchard Oriole
Ring-billed Gull
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Baltimore Oriole
Ruby-throated Hummingbird
American Goldfinch
Red-eyed Vireo
DC Cormorant
Long-tailed Duck
Red-breasted Merganser
Caspian Tern
Robin
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
Red-Winged Blackbird
Starling
Mourning Dove
Yellow Warbler
Redstart
Catbird
Northern Cardinal
Empidonax Flycatcher
Canada Goose
Northern Flicker
Black-capped Chickadee
Carolina Wren
White-crowned Sparrow
Common Yellowthroat
Mute Swan
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Indigo Bunting
Nashville Warbler

Great Blue Heron
Tree Swallow
Belted Kingfisher
Mallard
Northern Parula
White-breasted Nuthatch
Red-breasted Nuthatch
Black-throated Blue Warbler
Raven
Warbling Vireo
House Wren
White-winged Scoter
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Crow
Hairy Woodpecker
Brown Thrasher
Marsh Wren
Trumpeter Swan
Virginia Rail
Sora
Herring Gull
Wood Duck
Eastern Kingbird
Gallinule
Killdeer
Wild Turkey
Turkey Vulture
Common Tern
Least Flycatcher
Bay Breasted Warbler
Blackpoll
Buffleheads
Scarlet Tanager
Barn Swallow

Mammals: Deer, Rabbit, Raccoon, Red Squirrel, Black Squirrel, Grey Squirrel
Butterflies: Mourning Cloak, Monarch, Red Admiral
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From Thickson's Woods we drove a short distance to Lynde Shores Conservation Area. The
272-hectare Lynde Shores Conservation Area is well
known for its wildlife viewing opportunities. Including
both Lynde Creek Marsh and the adjacent Cranberry
Marsh, together they provide excellent habitat for
nesting birds and acts as an important stopover point for
waterfowl and shorebirds migrating along the north
shore of Lake Ontario.
The record high water levels of the Great Lakes are
wreaking havoc on coastal marshes and wetlands. The
aquatic and amphibian wildlife usually associated with
these areas are under threat from, flooding, erosion, and
invasive fish species. The barriers designed to keep out
the likes of carp have been compromised by the high
water levels. There are several viewing stands as one
makes their way south to the lake. High waves battered the shoreline exposing tree roots
and many shoreline trees have become victims to this latest onslaught brought on by global
warming and perhaps the mismanagement of the water levels of the entire Great Lakes and
the St. Lawrence Seaway system.
We continued our outing a little
further west to the mouth of
Duffins Creek. Duffins Creek drains
into the north shore of Lake
Ontario and connects communities
across Durham Region and York
Region, including Pickering, Ajax,
Markham, Whitchurch-Stouffville,
and Uxbridge. It is one of the
healthiest watersheds in the
Greater Toronto Area. The lake’s
high water levels are impacting the
mouth of this creek as well. Time
will tell if this is a temporary or
a permanent phenomena that will re-draw the lake's coastline as we now know it.
In conclusion, our Club's outing was a 11 hour marathon of excellent Spring birding [ 70
species] made possible by the knowledge and experience of long time Club member Ray
Blower who pointed out and identified all things underfoot, towering around us and in the
sky. Thanks to Helen Ross for her accurate birding list. I look forward to next year's
adventure.
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Chimney Swifts at McMurchy Woollen Mills in Huttonville
Article and photos by Peter Bailey
On Tuesday, June 4th Halton/North Peel
Naturalist Club members Bill McIlveen, Laura
Weihs and I were joined by two local
residents, Bill and Jane Hutton at the historic
McMurchy Woollen Mills on the banks of the
Credit River in Huttonville, which is part of
west Brampton. Besides the two Bill's
reminiscing about life in the old days in
Huttonville, we collectively observed Chimney
Swifts enter this long abandoned chimney.
We also observed a pair of Common
Nighthawks actively feeding along with the
Swifts as dusk fell upon us. The Swifts
eventually flew into the chimney to roost for
the evening.
We counted 59 of Chimney Swifts enter the
chimney. This was up from a count of 50 last
year. It was a fascinating occurrence to
observe.
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Reed Heronry
Photos by Dave Welfare
On June 9 Dave Welfare enjoyed the club visit to view the heronry on the Reed property.
Below he shares shots of the Reed property, viewing balcony and Great Blue Heron nests!
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Dave returned with his kayak for another visit later in July and captured more beautiful
images as seen below!
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Report on the First Upper Credit River Butterfly Count
By W.D. McIlveen
The first official butterfly count within the Credit River drainage system was conducted on
June 29, 2019. The Count procedures followed the protocol for butterfly counts set out by
NABA (North American Butterfly Association). That protocol requires that the counting falls
within a circle that is 24 km in diameter very much like Christmas Bird Counts (Fig. 1). Any
butterflies observed within that circle, centred at Belfountain C.A., were identified and
tallied. The Count had 18 participants that were divided among four observer teams. The
participants’ names are listed below.

Figure 1. Map showing the location of the Upper Credit River butterfly count circle.
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The teams managed to visit the nine locations indicated in the table of results. Manpower
limitations meant that large portions of the circle could not be covered therefore the
numbers of butterflies reported would logically be much smaller than the total numbers
actually present within the study area.
Overall, the Count yielded a total of 26
species including one hybrid. The total
butterflies observed was 476. Little
Wood Satyrs accounted for 177 (37%)
of the individuals seen. The next most
common were Common Ringlet at 83
(17%) individuals. Eight species were
represented in respectable numbers
but 11 species were represented by
only one or two individuals.
Surprisingly, only two Cabbage Whites
and no Clouded Sulphurs were seen
during the day.
Figure 2. Little Wood Satyr, Forks-of-the-Credit by Don Scallen

Given these results, we can reasonably expect to find higher butterfly numbers next year
when we expect to repeat the Count. With that optimistic prospect in mind, it is natural
enough to already start looking forward to next year’s count. In the meantime, CVC is
welcoming any butterfly observations made throughout the summer season for any place
within the Credit River drainage area from Orangeville to Port Credit as part of an ongoing
Butterfly Bioblitz. Records can be posted to the eButterfly or iNaturalist websites or to
either Laura Timms at CVC https://cvc.ca/learn-and-get-involved/volunteer/butterfly-blitz/
or W.D. McIlveen.
In addition to the count participants, the considerable efforts by Laura Timms of CVC to get
the Count organized must be acknowledged. As well, the contribution by Lindsey Jennings
in overseeing the event on behalf of CVC is recognized. The general support by CVC in
granting access to CVC properties and providing equipment needs to be acknowledged.

Participants (* = team leaders)
Adam Baillie, Rob Best, Leslie Besegar, Myrna
Coleman, Troy Fernandes, Christian FernandezBaillie, Pat Gerber, Bette-Ann Goldstein, Jeff Kaiser,
Reuven Martin*, W.D. McIlveen*, Bob Noble*,
Helen Pinchen-Ross, Rayfield Pye, Don Scallen*,
Melissa Thomas, Jocelyn Webber, and Laura Weihs

Figure 3. Long-dash Skipper
Forks-of-the-Credit by Don Scallen
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Silver-spotted Skipper
Northern Cloudywing
Juvenal's Duskywing
Least Skipper
European Skipper
Peck's Skipper
Tawny-edged Skipper
Long-Dash Skipper
Hobomok Skipper
Eastern Tiger
Swallowtail
Mustard White
Cabbage White
Eastern Tailed Blue
Summer Azure
Silvery Blue
Great Spangled
Fritillary
Northern Crescent
Milbert's Tortoiseshell
Red Admiral
White Admiral
Red-spotted Purple
Hybrid White Admiral
x Red-spotted
Northern Pearly-eye
Little Wood Satyr
Common Ringlet
Monarch
Total
Number of Species
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2
1

1

6

6
1
2
1
1

1

2

1

7

3

2

3

Jaquith Property

Terra Cotta

Ken Whillans

Cheltenham
Badlands

Hart House Farm

Elora Cataract
Trail

Cataract Hills

Forks of Credit

Species

Belfountain Trail

Summary of butterflies observed during the Upper Credit River Butterfly Count 2019
Site

2
1

1

Total

16
1
1
3
1

3

5

4

2
26
1
1
16
3
2
1
15

4

1

20

4

1
1

1

13

1

1
2
2
5
38

2
5
2

21

1

1

1

13
1

3
1

1

2

9

7

1
4

5
2
2

4

2

2

2

1
94
28
8
173
16

3
1
9
5

45
1
71
6

31

41
2
4
74
12

34
1
14
6
6
1

1
11

23
7

1
1
9
4

17
1
2
41
10

9
6
1
61
14

1

15
6
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1
177
83
17
476
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The Predators Cometh
By Don Scallen
I’ve written previously about ravens and peregrines moving into our urban areas. The list of
urban predators can now be expanded to include merlins, sharpshinned hawks and red
foxes.
Foxes are now seen with regularity in Georgetown, particularly in the older part of town
near the Fairgrounds. They have learned to live with us and unlike the skunks and raccoons
that emerge after dark, they are often seen during the day. On a walk with club members
Jamie Marchant and Laura Weihs recently, we came across a fox actively hunting on a trail
adjacent to the Fairgrounds. It paused at the base of a tree watching a black squirrel that
had wisely scrambled up the trunk. With that squirrel out of reach the fox moved on.
Moments later though, we heard a squeal. The fox had caught a different squirrel! Squirrel
in mouth, the fox trotted unhurriedly off the path and into the woods. The relaxed attitude
of fox towards us as it hunted was astonishing. We were simply part of the background.
Foxes that are comfortable with people also live and hunt in a suburban Oakville
neighbourhood. Friends of mine living in this neighbourhood frequently encounter foxes
that simply go about their business while being watched.
Predatory birds are also moving into our urban spaces. The peregrines of Brampton are
testimony to this. (Peter Bailey and Rose O’Reilly reported that the peregrines were back in
Brampton this year and successfully reared at least one youngster on or near their
condominium.) But other raptors are also becoming citified. In June I watched the courtship
display of a merlin pair at Greenwood Cemetery in Georgetown. And near the library in
Georgetown a pair of sharpshinned hawks raised a family. The branches of a dead tree on
Edith Street served as perches for the fledging hawks after they left their nest.
That both mammalian and avian predators are finding ways to live among us is a very
positive story. In the 1960’s when I was growing up the thought of peregrines, ravens and
merlins in local urban areas would have been dismissed as sheer fantasy. And though foxes
have always lived near urban areas, they were far more circumspect in years past.
The movement of predators into urban environments can likely be attributed to a variety
of factors. One is food availability. Predators follow prey. Towns and cities offer an
abundance of house sparrows, starlings and pigeons that are now feeding ravens and
raptors. And in turn, squirrels, cottontails and mice are feeding foxes. So food is an
important factor, but the behavioural malleability of these intelligent birds and mammals is
likely another. Gradually, they appear to be adapting to our novel human created
environments. And we can’t discount the behavioural changes that have occurred in our
species as well. Believe it or not we are kinder and gentler than we were in the 20th century.
Raptors of all kinds were considered vermin in the early 20th century and were shot
indiscriminately here in Ontario and elsewhere. Then they were poisoned by DDT in the
1960’s. In my youth red foxes observed in broad daylight raised alarm as likely being rabid.
No doubt the occasional animal did carry this disease. And rabies remains a possibility
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today. But the fact that local newspapers haven’t published alarmist letters recently about
foxes in our neighbourhoods suggests many of us now have a more balanced view of their
presence among us.
Still, some of us still do have a ways to go in negotiating our response to the creatures that
are choosing to live in town. I spoke to a gentleman on Edith Street this summer who had
an issue with the downtown sharp-shinned hawks. The fledglings were disturbing his peace
with their incessant squawking for food. The gentleman was also repelled by bird body parts
raining down from above. (The fledglings were obviously sloppy eaters). He asked me to tell
him how he could “get them to return to the countryside where they belong”. Peter Bailey
is familiar with this attitude. He had to deal with a fellow condo owner who wanted the
peregrines gone. And I have a neighbour who regularly sets a trap in his backyard. This
summer, along with squirrels, he caught
two opossums and released them outside
of town. My neighbour doesn’t harbour any
particular malice towards these animals,
but like many people, simply believes they
don’t belong in town.
Our urban spaces are permeable. Animals
possessed of enough verve and ingenuity
will probe the novel habitats we’ve created,
and some will find it offers what they need.
This is very good news and a phenomenon
few, if anyone, would have predicted even
at the close of the last century. Falcons and
accipiters and ravens living well in towns
and cities! Foxes hunting squirrels as
people watch! Simply amazing.
A Red Fox surveys its domain atop a backyard shed in
Georgetown.

'Bog of horrors': Salamander-eating plant found in Ontario
Club member and peregrine falcon attack survivor Peter Bailey sent us this link:
Scientists from the University of Guelph have discovered a "little bog of horrors" in
Ontario's Algonquin Park, containing meat-eating pitcher plants that consume bugs and
young salamanders. Click on the link below to read more…
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theweathernetwork.com%2Fc
a%2Fnews%2Farticle%2Fanimals-salamander-eating-plant-discovered-in-ontariopark%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3QBvz6wVwutZyqqg5ldE7gSr2sC35ZdTiLlj57WcXqDnyfBPpvLpFPE8&h=AT2xbrdtIA1H3WqbhqEinWQNs4Z8bnluhJwK
OFHRdrj9e745Yy3JAEEuYMGXaJH8D1pE2WqHTblVQypXP4BwAiNFlHQ6c8IDX8PcqUiiG
2EehSrGSvIYTEBVevIlUTHubvfj09A7ioDHhYf7IY1-mg
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Beaver Tale
Article and photos by Don Scallen

Beavers are amazing animals. They cut down trees. With their teeth! They construct dams
that hold back millions of liters of water and build lodges that keep them cozy in the
harshest of winters. They excavate canals for safe passage through their territories. I could
go on…
But for all the physical and mental abilities that make these astonishing feats possible, know
that they are among the most myopic of animals. Rodent Mr. Magoos. I was reminded of
this recently when I kayaked beside a swimming beaver on the Grand River.
I could almost reach out with my paddle and touch it. I was expecting at any moment that
the beaver would slap its tail on the water and descend into the depths. But no, it paddled
along, unhurried, unconcerned, blithely unaware of my presence.
Soon it clambered up the bank, sat down and began grooming itself. In my kayak, only a few
metres away, and in full view, I held my breath. After anointing itself with oil from a gland
at the base of its tail, it began to feed on the lush streamside grass.
As it ate, I became aware of a deer hiding in a thicket behind the beaver. The deer, unlike
the beaver, knew that a potentially dangerous human being lurked just offshore. It
“sneezed” several times, as deer do when frightened.
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And then a remarkable thing happened. The beaver stopped feeding and remained still,
likely trying to determine the source of the deer’s unease. Intriguingly, this means that
beavers probably understand the alarm calls of deer.
Soon though, the beaver resumed its feeding and then casually slipped back into the river.
I drifted downstream. This serendipitous meeting with a near-sighted beaver was my
favorite type of wildlife encounter: an animal unaware of my presence and thus unafraid,
allowing delightful glimpses of natural behaviour.
See video’s of Don’s beaver encounter at
https://www.inthehills.ca/2019/08/amazing-beavers/

Thinking about a Boring Brown Bird
Article and photos by Don Scallen
House sparrows scrounge
crumbs from fast-food
parking lots and scarf
down cut-rate seed from
back yard feeders. They
are
usually
ignored
despite their ubiquity in
towns, cities and farms.
Boring. Brown. Bereft of
song. If we acknowledge
them at all, it’s usually to
deride their aggressive
competition for nest
boxes, especially those we
put up for bluebirds.
My maternal Grandfather in Montreal was unaware that he should despise these birds.
Every morning after his eggnog and toast he would feed them in his tiny backyard with
pieces of white bread. Then, coffee mug in hand, Grandpa would settle back to enjoy their
antics. Along with starlings, pigeons and the occasional robin, house sparrows were just
about the only birds to be found in his densely populated neighbourhood. No catbirds or
orioles, redstarts or meadowlarks, but lots of boring brown sparrows. He loved them. And
why not? My grandfather was responding to the human need, that many of us share, to
connect with and nurture other living beings.
I’ve been thinking a lot about house sparrows recently. Like most birders, I grew up believing
that they were scoundrels: aggressive, invasive ne’re do wells that should be cast out – if
only we knew how to do that. But, and this is a running theme in my thinking of late, the
story is a more complex and nuanced than we may like to believe. I’ll agree that house
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sparrows are aggressive. In some places they do out-compete bluebirds for nest boxes. And
last year I cursed at a male house sparrow that regularly tormented nesting wrens in my
backyard by sitting on the roof of the nest box. Given a larger hole it would have usurped
the box from the wrens, who, ironically, were usurpers themselves. They had just evicted
nesting chickadees from the bird house. (But wrens, like people, blithely choose not to
acknowledge their own indiscretions.)
So yes, house sparrows can be aggressive, even murderous in their quest for housing. And
they are invasive right? Hmm… Here’s a thought. If we – you, me, everyone – blinked out
of existence tomorrow, it is entirely likely that house sparrows would soon follow. They are
resolutely dependent on us. Avian remoras. The metaphorical sharks? Us. Try to find a
house sparrow beyond our working farms or a stone’s throw from human settlement. In
four years of monitoring 60+ bird boxes at Forks of the Credit and Scotsdale Farm our club
has never found nesting house sparrows.
This evokes the oft-quoted maxim from the old Pogo comic strip “We have met the enemy
and he is us.” Loathe house sparrows if you must but know that they exist because of us.
That house sparrows are clearly not able to thrive beyond heavily modified human
environments means that they are not invasive in the classic sense. In the main, they are
not invading natural areas and displacing native birds. I find this fascinating and wonder
why. It may be related to food availability. House sparrows do have a diverse diet that
includes seeds and insects. (I was pleasantly surprised last summer to observe house
sparrows hunting Japanese beetles on grape and Virginia creeper vines in my backyard. One
introduced species feeding on another.) But perhaps in natural settings house sparrows
simply can’t compete with native birds for the available food.
Maybe, instead of the uber competitors we believe them to be, house sparrows are not
very good competitors at all, unless they live near their essential benefactors, human
beings.
This leads me to examine another of my long-held assumptions about house sparrows. I’ve
speculated in the past about what our urban bird diversity would be like if house sparrows
and starlings had never been introduced to North America. Instead of the discordant chatter
of house sparrow voices, the gentle notes of bluebirds in our urban backyards. Maybe, but
probably not. I’ve come to believe that the lack of avian diversity in towns has far more to
do with cats, asphalt, lawnmowers, the triumph of turf, an abundance of bipedal mammals
and perhaps foremost, the lack of insects, than it does with introduced species like house
sparrows or starlings or pigeons.
It is quite possible that if house sparrows didn’t exist, there wouldn’t be other species to
occupy their niche in degraded urban habitats. And that brings me back to my Grandfather.
Had house sparrows never been introduced my Grandfather would have been denied his
morning communion with birds. Boring and brown notwithstanding, his life would have
been a little less joyful.
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Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club, Box 115, Georgetown, Ontario L7G 4T1
Charity Registration number 869778761RR0001

Executive
President: Don Scallen
Past President: Fiona Reid
Vice President: Ian Jarvie
Secretary: Ann Fraser
Treasurer: Janice Sukhiani

Appointments
(905) 876-6180
(905) 693-9719
(905) 877-1441

Membership:
Newsletter:
Ontario Nature Representative:
Webmaster:

Lorysa Cornish
Laura Weihs
Don Scallen
John Beaudette

(647) 408-9515
Crozier Property Steward
Hardy Property Steward

Ray Blower

Membership for one year: $30 Single; $40 Family
The Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club is an affiliated member of Ontario Nature.

www.hnpnc.com

Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club
Meetings are at St Alban’s Church in Glen Williams starting at 7:30 p.m.
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Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club Membership Form
____ Renewal or ______ New Member(s) Date________________________________
Name(s): ________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________

City: ________________________________

Postal Code: ___________________ Telephone: _______________________________
E-mail: _____________________________
Membership Renewal:

_____ Single ($30.00) ______ Family ($40.00)

New members only for the period:
from December through to August _____ Single ($22.50) ______ Family ($30.00)
from March through to August
_____ Single ($15.00) ______ Family ($20.00)
from June through to August
_____ Single ($ 7.50) ______ Family ($10.00)
Would you like to make a donation to help send a youth to the Ontario Nature Youth
Summit for Biodiversity and Environmental Leadership? If yes, amount of donation:
$________________________
Do you have any suggestions for programs or field trips?

************************************************************************
WAIVER OF LIABILITY
(must be signed by anyone planning to attend field trips or other outdoor activities)
In making this application, I affirm that I am in good health, capable of performing the
exercise required to participate, and that I accept as my personal risk the hazards of such
participation and will not hold the Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club or its representatives
responsible.
In consideration of the Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club accepting my application, I hereby and forever
release and discharge the Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club and its officers, directors, servants and agents
from any liability whatsoever arising as a result of my participation in these trips and declare that this is
binding upon me, my heirs, executors, administrators and assigned.

Signature(s): _________________________________ Date: ______________________
_________________________________ Date: ______________________
***********************************************************************
Please fill out this form and bring it in to next indoor meeting or mail with payment to:
Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club
P.O. Box 115, Georgetown, Ontario L7G 4T1
The Esquesing

38

March – May - June Sept - Oct 2019

