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challenge for many is mustering the motivation to get outside in this@egqdut
do try. The frozen world offers attractions: rollicking flocks of snow buntings
sweeping over stubbled farm fields, the cheerful chatter of chickadees, the croaking

of ravens on high, and the yank, yank, yank of nuthatches as they probe nooks and
crannies for dormant insects.

How about some tracking? The winter woods are far from lifeless. Proof positive is found in

the snow that records the foeflalls of warmo £ 2 2 RSR G N} @St t SNE® 2 SQf f
of coyotes, mink, porcupines and othenscatry to read the stories of their varied personal

quests.

Winter is the season of owls. At least six species live among us in this cold time, but they
FNBy Qi Shkrae G2 FAYR® aladSNBR 2F adAttySaaz o
waitnd 2 0S NBIYyAYFGSR o6& (GKS aSitdAay3a 2F GKS
FYR L K2LJS ¢SQff KIFI@S aaraidlyoS FNRY Ofdzm Y
FNRBY GKSAN) aKFIR2ge NBIUNBFrGaoe LQY g28qizZ te A
recommend counting on Laura Weihs either. In the fall she triumphantly identified a snowy

owl which promptly transmogrified into a plastic bag.

. SAY3a YdzOK 60SUGSNI G FAYRAY3I (NBSa (GKIy 2¢fa
outing. Tees are not nearly as secretive as owls and are rather large and immobile.

2SQfft Frfaz2 fA1Sfte A2 (2 (GKS aK2mePdststha [ 1S
somehow manage to penetrate even militagyade snow pants and lofghns. This as we

gaze with astonishment, through watery eyes, at the scaups, buffleheads anddbed

ducks preening, diving and gamboling as if they were vacationing along the French Riviera.
Reminds us that these birds evolved in cold climates, while we got our stadvgloere

much, much warmer.

Please join us on some of these quests. A crackling fire and a mug of hot chocolate,
SYKIyOSR o0& | Tl @2dNAGS AYyi2EAOFIYyGE 2FFSN)I SO
But if you only venture out to the meetings, vd (G KI 6 Q& 21 G22d 2 SQf f
exhibition of nature photography from our own Gary Hall in February sandwiched between

insects in January and spiders in March.

Happy New Year and stay warm,

Don Scallen
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Talks and Walks

Indoor EventsMeetings begin at 7:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month,
September to June at St. Alban the Martyr Anglican Church, 537 Main Street, Glen
Williams, unless stated otherwise.

Tuesday January 8, 2019

Laura Timms, PhDXhe little things that run the world: 'ends& issues in insect

conservation

Laura Timms works for Credit Valley Conservation. Katie McDonnell, also with CVC,

LINE DARSR G(GKAA RSAONALIIAZ2Y 2F [ dzNF Qa LINBAaSy
RAaOdzaaAy 3 | LI 0GSydA tedent dtudy fio® GermahyNatind& 3FRR 2 y € |
decline in insect biomass in protected areas over 30 years, and other researchers have been

noting alarming trends in insect decline. Laura Timms an Ecologist at CVC with a background

in entomology, will discuss thisudy and provide some general context about global trends

AY AyaSoOil LRLzAFGA2yas gKeé &2dz aKz2dzZ R Ol NBX

To learn more
http://theconversaion.com/insectarmageddo#five-cruciatquestionsanswered6171

Tuesday February 12, 2019

Gary Hall: Nature Photographydow to get from Here to There: Practical Tips to Take

Your Nature Photography to the Next Level

Club member Gary Hall counts teawulpiand Bruce Trail stewardship among his many
pursuits. He is also an excellent nature photographer. We had a taste of his photographic
expertise at the Pot Luck dinner when he showed us a series of superb images he took while
on safari in Africa. The quiz this newsletter features more of his impressive work.

Tuesday March 12, 2019

Catherine ScottEat Prey Love: The Secret Lives of Spiders

Catherine Scott has studied spiders around the world and is working on her PhD from the
University of Toronteesearching spiders, particularly the reproductive lives of Black Widow

Spiders. Her presentation will highlight aspects of the natural history of spiders near and

far. A passionate spider advocate, Scott will challenge common assumptions about just how
dangerous our North American spiders are. This quote captures her take on spiders:
G{LARSNBE INB IY2y3 GKS Y2ald YAadzyRSNA(G22R Yy
a glimpse into their world of ingenious silk traps, masterful masquerade, and dangerous
fAFAA2Yya ogAff aKz2g GKFG GKS@ FTNB FFENI Y2NB FI

¢2 €SIENY Y2NB QOAaArld /I (ckSNEpwiSbyteshayi 6 Qa Of SOSN
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http://theconversation.com/insect-armageddon-five-crucial-questionsanswered-86171
http://spiderbytes.org/

Outdoor Events

NEW Please bring gloves and abag tolpicdzLd I ye tAGGSN® [ SiQa 3JA
KSfLAY3I KFEyYyRXZ @2dzQff IS0 a2YS SEGNI SESNDA
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Qunday, January 62019at 12:30 p.m

Snowy Owls, Sow Buntings and other winter songbirds.

We will head to the Shelburne area, with a stop at Luther Marsh enroute, in search of winter
birds. This is a good year for finches so we may see Common Redpolls, Pine and/or Evening
Grosbeaks, and possibly the sofd Bohemian Waxwing. Please contact Ficata
(Fiona.reid7243@gmail.confor lastminute updates, changes due to weather, and to
confirm your spot. Space may be limitédeet at Winners.

Sunday dnuary 13, 2019 at 1:00 pm

Winter Trees andBirds in theHand

Don Scallen will lead this walk on the east side of Bronte Provincial Park in Burlington.
Bronte PP offers an excellent diversity of trees. Some, like black oak and sycamore, are close
to the nathern limits of their natural ranges here. A bonus on this outing will be the
possibility of hand feeding nuthatches and chickadees. Bring seeds (peanut chips are
favourites) if you want to give this a go.

Be aware that unless conditions are icy, we @gcend into the valley to see the sycamore
trees that are restricted to the Bronte Creek floodplain. If we do, the difficulty level will be
moderate.

Meet at the Bronte Creek campsite parking lathere the eastern stretch of Upper Middle

Road endsThere is a parking fee.
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Oakville,+ON/Bronte+Creek+Provincial+Park+(camping+area)/ @43.4197949,
79.7663257,16z/data=!4m13!4m12!1m5!1m1!1s0x882b5b8b8f729979:0x5037b28¢7231bd0!2m2!1d
79.6876659!2d43.467517!1m5!1m1!1s0x882b67378776538f.0x159ea74f8b57b78!2M211647049!2d43.4177837

Sunday February 17, 2019 at 10am

Animal Tracking

Don Scallen will lead this walk at Terra Cotta Conservation Area. Last year we tracked
coyote, deer ad a porcupine among others. Hope for snow, but this outing will go ahead
NBEIFNRfSaaod Ly ay2sQa FtoaSyOoS ¢Sttt t221 I
curiosity.

The difficulty level will be moderate. There will be sometril explorationthat will
require movement over uneven ground.

Meet at the main Terra Cotta Conservation Area parkiogjust west of Winston

Churchill BlvdThere is a parking fee.
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Terra+Cotta+Conseation+Area,+14452+Winston+Churchill+Blvd,+ Terra+Cotta,+ON
+LOP+1N0/43.72255979.9569395/@43.7226439,
79.9579686,415m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m5!1m1!1s0x882b0dcdcd317beb:0x2444463edd265c5d!2m2!1d
79.9591026!2d43.7217099!1m0

TBA:Watch your inbox for ther winter outdoor events which could include searching for
owls and visiting Lasalle Park in Burlington for evgrtering waterfowl.
Outdoor Event Questions? Contact Don Scallemlstallen@cogeco.ca
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Results of the 2018 Monitoring of Bird Boxes Estabéd at

Scotsdale Farm, Halton Hills
W.D. Mcllveen

In April 2014, the Halton/North Peel Naturalist Club initiated a network of bird nest boxes
at the Scotsdale Farm located at Silver Creek north of Georgetown. Initially, sixteen boxes
were placed at Scetlale and three more were set up at St. Albans Church in Glen Williams.
In 2015, 27 boxes were added to the trail at Scotsdale. It was decided that 13 old boxes
already at Scotsdale would also be monitored. In April 2018, about half of the boxes were
movedto new steel posts away from the hedgerows and trees because they had become
overgrown by trees and vines. Some old boxes were effectively discontinued because they
had deteriorated.

Map of Scotsdale Farm showing the locations of bird nests: LYo
Rdsen

P

)
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As previously repaed, the majorlty of boxes were of a standarégign suitable for Tree
Swallows or Bluebirds; however, two boxes were designed for owls and one was for
kestrels. The old boxes had mostly been designed for Tree Swallows but at least one was
intended for nesting ducks. Each box has a unique identificationber to assist with the
monitoring. Monitoring in 2018 was continued in the peak of the breeding season with visits
made on June 11 and 12. The boxes wer=a -
cleaned in miedOctober 2017 and the _
contents of each box was noted (Fig. <
The present report ansiders the results
for only those boxes at Scotsdale becauy, o
GKS {i® 'folyaQ o2 Ry NBE R ®
In total, 47 boxes were monitored in 201§ e

The results of the monitoring for 2018 ar
summarized in Table 1. Data for the box @
in the four previous gars are alsoff.
included for comparisonn the next page HASERES m'”Ol‘t VieWontents ofthe nest.
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Table 1. Contents of bird boxes at Scotsdale Farm 22023
Species 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
June | June | Oct June | Oct June | Oct | June| Oct
Blcap Chickade 1 1 1 1
Eastern Bluebird 1 2 2 0 4 4 3 4
House Wren 1 4 4 2 3 6 11 6 11
Tree Swallow 2 12 8 6 6 8 5 10 4
Unknown 9 17 13 20 0 0 4 16
Empty 19 30 25 30 22 34 32 23 | 11
Total Boxes 22 59 59 59 58 53 54 47 47

During the June 2018 visit, the nesting birds had either eggs or young at different stages of
development. The contents included the same

Table 2. Nest box contents in June,20| four species that were encouerted in previous
Species Eggs | Nestling] Y&ars (Tab!e 2). The total nestlings at the time
BlackcappedChickaded 1 6 of the monitoring was 42 and unhatched eggs
Eastern Bluebird 5 2 was 22. Itis presumed from observations made
House Wren 6 5 during the cleaning in October that the
Tree Swallow 10 29 majority of the eggs had hatched though the
Totals 22 42 one Chickadee g seen in June was still

present in October. Three of the Tree Swallow
boxes were subsequently used by House Wrens though it was not possible to know whether
those boxes produced young or were simply used as dummy nests.

In addition to the birds, the bas were noted to be used by mice (3 boxes) and a Red
Squirrel (one box). Nearly one half of the boxes were reported as empty at the time of the
June visit but by October, about half these had been provisioned by miscellaneous materials
that were possibly ests that could not be conclusively identified or assessed.

In 2019, a few older boxes
need to be replaced or

repositioned since they

have not attracted use in

i four years. One box was on
| a tree that fell though the

. box was not damaged.
' While adjusting and

, replacing the boxes could
potentially increase the

nesting along the trail to

some degree, the number
of unused boxes suggests
that the demand for nest

boxes has been met and
exceeded at Scotsdale.

6 babyChickadeesandoneegg as well ablue bird eggsiewedin amirror held abovethe nests!
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Results of the 208 Halton Hills Christmas Bird Count
W.D. Mcllveen

The 28 annual Christmas Bird Count for Halton Hills was conducted on December 27, 2018.
The weather that day was quite different to that of the frigid conditions during the 2017
Count. Although it was a chili§.5°C at the start, it didvarm up a bit to near @C later in

the day that remained overcast for most of the time. What was notable was the near
absence of snow. This likely was a major factor in the low count of birds since they were
lessattracted to bird feeders.

The results bthe tally for Count Day and Count Week are summarized in the attached table.
The total number of species reported was 60 which equalled the previous high number set
in 2017. The total number of birds tallied was 7379 which is slightly higher than in 2917
usual, Canada Geese dominated the tally with nearly half of the individual birds reported.
Along with the n-native Rock geon, Starling, and House Sparrow, these four species
accounted for nearly 70% of all birds seen. One new species, Greatgr, 8@muadded to

our grand list bringing the total of species seen during the 28 years of counts to 105.

Five species (Ruffed Grouse, Great Blue Heron;sRedldered Hawk, Barred Owl and
Swamp Sparrow) were found within the Count Week but were not tatiedCount Day.

Only Brownheaded Cowbird had a new high number. As well, Canada GakilseT urkey,

Rock Pigeon, and Pileated Woodpecker had counts notably higher than theelomg
average. Excluding the irruptive kinds, thirteen species had counts gratenly about half

that of their respective average numbers. This caused many observers to remark on how
difficult it had been to find normally common types. The weather and the absence of snow
was a likely factor in this situation. Hopefully, this is patt of any real trend in winter bird
populations. For now, we can claim some satisfaction of quality (fairly good species
diversity) over quantity.

The 32 participantasho contributed to the 2018 Count includdriay Blower, Dilys Bowman,

Alexis Buset, Agela CacciarriMlimi Chan, Pam Forsythe, Aaron Keating, Christina Kovacs,
Sarah Labrie, Reuven Martin, Mark Mastantuono, Bill Mcllveen, Jacky Miller, Rob Palin,
Pedro Pereyra, Paloma Plant, Lynne Ragsdale, Fiona Reid, Dawn Renfrew, Helen Ross, Don
ScallenAdhara Scholten, Yves Scholten, Dan Schuurman, Sue Sibley, Drucella Stroud, Rick
Stroud, Shirley Stroud, Janice Sukhiana, Patrick Tuck, Laura Weihs, and David Williams.

Many thanks as always to Larry May for arranging access to the Maple Lodge Farms
property and to Bill Elgie and Dan Richer for accommodating the team visit to the Upper
Canada College property. A special thank you to Alexis Buset and Yves Scholten for hosting
the wrap-up session. And we must not forget the traumatic experience of Laveaderof
CAz2zyl wSARQa Tt 2-6hpulerddHawk that e iCoiith glECountNRekw S R
list!

A table of the results for the 2018 Halton Hills Christmas Bird Count are on the next page.
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Results of the 208 Halton Hills Christmas Bird Count

Species Total Avg | Low | High |Species Total Avg | Low | High
Snow Goose 1 0.7 0 1 |Blue Jay 64 | 146.0 60 333
Canada Goose 3486 |2261.5| 229 | 4577 |American Crow 133 | 344.1 55 692
Cackling Goose 1 0.3 0 1 |Common Raven 8 3.5 0 10
American Blac Duck 8 21.0 2 67 |Blackcapped Chickadee 271 | 598.7| 243 | 1211
Mallard 821 | 513.4| 26| 1636 |Redbreasted Nuthatch 11 8.4 1 22
Greater Scaup 2 0.0 0 0 | White-breasted Nuthatc 57 43.3 19 82
Bufflehead 2 2.6 0 11 | Brown Creeper 3 2.8 0 8
Common Goldeneye 12 7.1 1 26 | Goldencrowned Kinglet 1 6.1 0 30
Hooded Merganser 2 5.7 2 10 | American Robin 1 61.2 1 266
Common Merganser 14 12.8 1 66 | Northern Mockingbird 2 1.9 0 5
Ruffed Grouse Ccw 3.2 0 8 | European Stding 571 |1836.0| 485| 3490
Wild Turkey 60 39.2 0 195 | Cedar Waxwing 100 89.4 3 346
Great Blue Heron Ccw 1.3 0 4 | American Tree Sparrony 100 | 295.9 55 837
Bald Eagle 2 1.6 0 3 | Song Sparrow 1 5.1 1 22
Northern Harrier 1 3.0 0 11 | Swamp Sparrow Cw 1.0 0 2
Sharpshinned Hawk 1 3.9 1 11 | White-throated Sparrow 2 24 1 10
Cooper's Hawk 3 3.2 0 10 | White-crowned Sparrow 2 51 1 21
Redshouldered Hawk cw 1.3 1 2 | Slatecolored Junco 178 | 3016, 91| 693
Redtailed Hawk 54 59.1 35 117 | Snow Bunting 60 | 205.6 0| 1118
American Kestrel 2 8.8 0 16 | Northern Cardinal 67 60.3 22 101
Peregrine Falcon 1 0.5 0 1 | Brownheaded Cowbird 106 7.8 0 36
Ringbilled Gull 19| 140.3 1| 2010 |Pine Grosbeak 0 13.6 0 39
Herring Gull 13 34.3 0 222 | Purple Finch 5 10.8 1 52
Rock Pigeon 625| 551.3| 210 | 1455]|House Finch 34| 185.4| 23| 456
Mourning Dove 200| 624.8| 191 | 1385|Common Redpoll 1| 2113 0| 1670
Great Horned Owl 1 21 0 5 | Pine Siskin 32 18.6 1 63
Barred Owl Cw 0.5 0 1 | American Goldfinch 134 | 221.9 37 499
Belted Kingfisher 3 2.8 1 7 |House Sparrow 392 | 569.1| 196 | 1316
Redbellied Woodpecker 15 7.1 0 21

Downy Woodpecker 52| 518| 21 91 | Species Total | Avg.| Low | High
Hairy Woodpecker 25 18.3 2 33 | Total Birds 7379 |9743.8| 3131 | 15507
Pileated Woodpecker 10 3.2 0 12 | No. Species 60 41 60
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Pura V|da N Parlsmlna
ByMargaret Beaudette

There is a business in a town not so far from roma that uses the catch phrase, "It's worth

the drive . . ."

. In March, my husband and | traveled to a community on the east coast of

Costa Rica that could use this phrase, but with a few changes. "It's worth the five hour flight
from Toronto, followed bythe two hour bus ride from San Jose to Siquirres. In Siquirres,
change buses for the two hour ride to Cafio Blanco, then take the twenty minute water taxi
ride to Parismina. But, before you even get on the first bus, go to an ATM for Costa Rican
colones inorder to pay for your transportation and accommodation.” There is no ATM in
Parismina and only local currency, in cash, is accepted. All this for baby turtles?

Below:Map of Costa Rica

San Carlo Reserva

L9€;‘R

Below:Map of Parismina
within CostaRica
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Who knew,when | joined the Halton NortPeel Naturalist Club, it woulesult in a new
interest for me and the inspiration for an amazing tije guest speaker at one of the first
meetings | attended talked abowsea turtle conservation in CostacR. That immeditely
piqued myinterest because | had been to CostasRiwree different times and hadlways
talked about going back.

| began by researching volunteer saatke rescue organizations bwjuickly discovered
there is almost alwaya "middle man" one hasotpay.For example, following one of my
inquiries, | received a phone call froem organization based in Texas! A secamgliry
resulted in a call fronEngland! The money to pay those people for their phone calls and
their offices, has to come from somewte. Thee organizations all charge $280d more,

just to accept your applation. | guess | know how thegmeople get paid! | took my
husband's advice and contacted the collggefessor whose talk had inspired mesh
Feldham, of Fleming CollegePeerborough, connected me with ASP@Association Save
The TurtleOf Parismina). Their $50 fee goes directly to the community of Parisamitha
their work with turtle conservation.

In 1999, Costa Rica banned sea turtlagiting and the sale of productsade from sea
turtles. In 2001, Parismanin conjunction with the CostRican Coast Guard, established the
not-for-profit organization ASTOWhen they realized the number of sea turtles nesting on
= their beacheswas diminishing due to
poaching and environmeal concerns.
| This wadlifficult for the community, as
they depended on turtles and eggs as
food, and, the sale of these items
provided a much needed income for
families.

The people of Parismina, who used to
depend on revenue from turtles came
up with a lome-grown solution. Local
families who desire it, can provide
accommodation for tourists. We chose
this option for our week's visitThey
receive payment for room and boa
which helps them provide fotheir
own families.

Another source bincome is tourguides for thenightly beach patrols. The patrols are
undertaken to discourage poachefsom taking eggs and turtles. Participagi in beach
patrols is expecteaf visitors to Parismina. Of signifianis the fact that some former
poachers are earninglagal living now ¥ guiding the beach patrols. Vpatrolled the beach
every night for fouhours. When a nest was locatdtiywas marked so it could be found in
the daylight and the eggs moved te hatchery.
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Under the supervision of
ASTOP, we deed the
beach forthe establish
ment of the hatchery. It
was during this activity
that | discovered how
immense the plastic
pollution problem really
is!

Despite how difficult it
was to walk the beach in
the dark, heat, and
humidity each night, the
experence was well
worth having.

Left Beachgarbage

\- PR

9 ay ,
e\ i

Below:Cleanupcrew
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| followed ASTOP's Facebook page after our trip and was able to observe the hatchlings
maki_ng their way to the ocean.
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It is very impressive that a smalbqr, isolated commuity of fourhundred inhabitants has
tackled their problems locally. This has ledtsuccess rate of 98% of the hatchémggtting
to the ocean, up fron38% when the project began. In additidhe people have more ways
to make a living. Along with welcang strangers into their homes ani@eding them and
leading beach patrols, they make and sell crafts.

The upshot of this experience is | havevdloped a real interest in theglight of sea turtles
and the problems caused by pollution for sométa worlds most important sea creatures
It is also clear that a locablution has a far greater likelihood sficcess than something
imposedfrom the outside. | plan to take part in ghtype of activity again andould happily
talk to anyone about partipatingin such an experience.

*Pura vidal

* PuraVidahas a simple English translation but a far more profoon@iningto the people of
Costa Rica and anyone spending any amount of time in this majestic cdeuatayida.
Pronounced PO@ah VEHIah, in Engihmeans, "Pure Life".

Winter visitors
Article by Don Scallen with photos by Fiona Reid

t AGGF 61 @ Qa Kth:Nedrkron. Ca20lB/\18ihtm has thus far proven
remarkably prescient.

I his winter is shaping up to be one of the best in years for winter finches. Ron

Wdza i y2NIK 2F (KS OfdzoQa olFAfABAO]l AYy 5dzFFSN
found. Evening grosbeaks have also been seen in Dufferin County and in Bramptam by cl

member Renzo Dalla Via and by lan Jarvie at the local birding hotspot that is Tweedle Street

in Glen Williams.

Exciting nordinch birds that are also gracing us with their presence this winter, include
magnificent Bohemian waxwings, snowy owls, northghrikes and snow buntings.

CAz2Yyl wWSARQA& oathenediedstoivtha bDéauty 6f three of these northern
species.

TheEsquesing 13 Jan- Feb2019


http://jeaniron.ca/2018/wff18.htm

